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Their backs smelled so good
© Asa Grennvall 2017
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WHEN | WAS EXPECTING MY FIRST BABY, ERKK) AND ! WER
PUTTING TOGETHER THE Cor | USED TO SLEEP IN AS A

CHILD. WED FETCHED 1T DOWN FROM
THE ATTIC IN MY CHILDHODD HOME.

=

e ——_ S e e s

‘ Lvi’/f//////////////ﬂl ===

IT WAS A SEVENTIES DARK GREEN AND /T FE

BUT IN A GENUINE WAY,

LT QUITE RETRY,
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THISE MARKS ¢
CHRIST.! THEY
Look LJKE..




ERKKI! CAN You COME HERE AND Tque THOSE MARKS ON THE smggfz
TR 'f A Look AT 5 £RE, WHAT CoULP THEY BE®
f{M \\WM,JFWIMW SOMETHING TJON'T/ THEY Look LIKE.. ?
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B\ So IT MUST

HAVE BEEN ME
OR SOME

OTHER CHILD. /-
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|T ALL STARTED..

ONCE THE BABY WAS BORN AND PEOPLE STARTED COMING OUT WITH ABSURD
SUGGEST IONS, LIKE THE TIME WE WENT To THE CHILD HEALTHCARE CENTRE,

OTHERWISE? & L" !
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 \ FINE. How ARE THINGS J 7{’5/@\‘\‘}{7
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YeAH, FINE, BUT \  NTTT] |

- SHE WAKES uP \' | __ —=—C
' IN THE NIGHT
i = CRYING, 5O =
\ DON'T GET

t22st ~ i MucH SLEEP, /J ",
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/ COULDN'T YOU ASK SOMEONE, YoyR MUM, FoR EXAMPLE, OR YouR

DAD, FOR THAT MATTER, TO COME OVER AND HELP You? PERHAPS
THEY COULD TAKE HER FOR A WALK DURING THE DAY,
So THAT YOU CoULD GET A BIT OF SLEEP®

_HELP ME® DID SHE REALLY SAY THATZ SHE CAN'T HAVE,
| MUST HAVE HEARD HER WRONG..

—~ |l HALLUCINATING. -2 ERRi
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HAHAHA, YES.
BA BA BA TO

You Too'!
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|T ALL STARTED..

WHEN | BEGAN TO NOTICE THAT FRIENDS WHO'D HAD KIDS AT AROUND
THE SAME TIME AS US SOMETIMES ACTED REALLY WEIRDLY.

THIS WEEKEND WAS 5o GREAT, MY MoTHER WHAT DIp HE SAaye Dip
CAME FOR A VISIT, AND SHE Took CARE OF his MUM GEr UP N

So WE GOT TO SLEEP LATE. —_ LOook AFTER
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AND [N A FORINIGHT, ALicE 1S GOING TO STAY WITH
MY PARENTS FoR TWO NIGHTS OVER THE WEEKEND

IT'S GOING TO BE BRILLIANT TO HAVE A CHANCE To GET
SOME REST AND TAKE IT EASY FOR A WHOLE WEEKEND!
| CAN'T REMEMBER THE
LAST TIME WE DID THAT,’/'

UﬂJ THevRe Goina To LEAVE
THEIR KID WITH HER PARENTS.

z ) “ SHES GOING ToO SLEEP OVER
\ THERE !2 ON HER OWN'Z ARE
\ li | THEY OUT OF THEIR MINDS @
| MEAN, THAT'S APPALLING' HOW CAN
THEY Do IT?
ANYTHING COULD HAPPEN!
OO
OO o~ w—
THEY MusT BE < @
DESPERATE TO
D 2 DO SOMETHING . O

LIKE THAT' — O
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Frr rﬂ’F

IS IT EVEN LEGAL®

@ SHOULDN'T THEY BE
REPORTED OR SOMETHING®




| T ALL STARTED..

WHEN | NOTICED THAT MY FRIENDS WERE GENUI
ABOUT THEIR PARENTS GET'riNGDOLDL € NELY CONCERNED

.. SO HIS TEST RESULTS WEREN'T GREAT, AND

WE's GOT TO HAVE SURGERY. 1T MAKES Y0U REALISE =~
TUEY'RE NOT GOING T0 BE AROUND FOREVER | AND \3
THAT'S A TERRIFYING PROSPECT, ISN'T 77 { (/( H';‘ "' f’ \
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Sxh NP/ id LT H THEY? EVEN IF L
| ] ——=1 |T' USUALLY 5= =———
{, -.o‘/‘ —— ==\ |LATER RATHER E —_—
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—_c\“—. // \ =
O' 1 / \\
s e .
mummy. ST D \\
0
LT f.;ﬁwlw i
. <& =
Yes, BuT WERE i )
TALKING ABOUT OUR eIl , ,
PARENT HERE' YOU KIND  [== f %
OF TAKE IT FOR GRANTED /= BE THERE: - p—
WHERE ¢

i

THEY'LL ALWAYS BE

THERE FoR YOU WHAT THE FUCK 15

HE TALKING ABOUT ?!




|T ALL STARTED..

WHEN | NOTICED THAT | LoST MY TEMPER WITH PEOPLE WHO
REALLY DESERVEP PITY, N6T ANGER. |
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So, THE DAY BEFORE YESTERDAY, /T
WAS 3508t FOUR YEARS SINCE MY MUM

DIED. | MISS HER EVERY DAY, | STiLL Wil
CANT 2508¢ ACCEPT THAT SHES GONE, [ —=— =

OH, I'M SO SORRY' IT MUST
BE AwFUL!

|

----------

"NDRODY UNDERSTANDS 2 | '
CHRIST'S Sake! IT WAS
oW MUCH 1T HORTS. fS 04 FOR CHRIST'S

o ONLY YOUR MOTHER !

i ”*3*5272/ ) Jesus, IT's NOT LIKE YOUR KID
tm‘ﬂ%// Q= %

DIEP OR SOMETHING !
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I'M SO ENVIOUS OF EVERYONE WHO STILL
HAS THEIR MOTHERS

ALIVE.
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AND TO THINK MOST PEOPLE DON'T EVEN
APPRECIATE THEIR. MOTHERS!
You PON'T KNOW How WHY Db | FEEL THIS
L UCKY YOU» ARE . UNCONTROLLABLE
URGE TO GIVE
THIS PoOR GRIEVING L~ -~
OA' WOMAN A GOOD OLO
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|T ALL STARTED..

WHEN | FOUND MYSELF MASSIVELY DEPRESSED. [ CouLp HARDLY
GET OUT OF BED. EVEN THOUGH THERE WASN'T A SINGLE THING
ABOUT MY LIFE THAT | WANTED TO CHANGE, THERE WAS
SOMETHING DESPERATELY DARK AND PAINFUL INSIDE ME THAT

JUST WOULDN'T BUDGE. [ e
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LIVE FoR THAN EVER BEFORE, ALL
| LONGED FOR WAS DEATH.
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THERE WAS THIS MASS 0F ANXIETY INSIDE ME AND IT
HAD SOMETHING [MPORTANT TO TELL ME. AND /T CLEARLY
WASN'T GOING ANYWHERE UNTIL | TooK IT SERIOUSLY.
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I

| HAVE TO

Do SOMETHING
ABOUT THis !
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DOCTOR's SuRGeRy,
GOoD MORNING!
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U WHAT WAS WRONG WiTH ME?

14









“DRAMASY

A "READING" ONE EVENING. IT WAS FOR A SMALL AUDIENCE OF

THEATRE ENTHUSIASTS AND TWO ACTORS WERE GOING TO
READ ALOUD FROoM A TEXT THAT I'D WRITTEN ., AFTER WARDS,

THERE WAS TO BE A DISCUSSION .
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THE TEXT WAS BASED ON THINGS THAT HAD ACTUALLY HAPPENED TO
ME So IT WAS TAKEN DIRECTLY FRoM MY OWN EXPERIENCE AND REPORTED

N A NEUTRAL DDC.UMENTARY Rer M
“ Wmmmw mﬂlﬂﬂlﬁ[ﬂ Hﬂmuu

A " MPvou NEveR Tommenl
| Mmms ROLE

Iu READING THE | fiilih INTO THE DAUGHTER ;l
DAUGHTER'S RoLE ‘

I'D IMAGINED"
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AFTERWARDS, IT WAS TIME FOR THE AUDIENCE'S REACTIONS. AT FIRST

THEY WERE TENTATIVE BUT RELATIVELY PLEASANT ‘ ! \

“ ' 56 LET ME OPEN I
\ UP _FoR THE, e & WHAT DID You THINK ®
il DISCUSSION !
e _ .
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INTERESTING / }
“ @ INTENSE [
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BUT THEN... IN MY VIEW, THE TEXT WASN'T REALLY BELIEVABLE.
| Pt HﬂQ‘ (17 LU 7~
5 \5 \ |
WHAT DO Z =
Gy You MEAN?
' m /////
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o 0> WELL, | MEAN, IT'S
L g CLAIMING TO BE BASED
iy ON A TRUE STORY,

BUT HOW COME THE
CHARACTERS HAVE
SUcH ABSURD LINES®
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AND THAT BIT WHERE THE MOTHER
’ /7 BURNS ALL HER DAUGHTER'S

; / LETTERS, | MEAN, NOD Vol
Py Sy | y 7
\Q. < J@ 57 MOTHER DOES THAT 4
I A\ NDT IN REAL LIFE, CIRS)
.- - ." ’l
\ 1%(;\(.\5"1 b

HM, YES, WELL, Now \

’ HM... \ “ You MENTION [T... ’
) - s . / &
| | \}\ =

!
/ 1 | ]
< | :7
’ | ~ ,, (<)
B K
Z D) AND THAT STUFF ABOUT THE
! MOTHER BEING IN LOVE WITH A
MAN WHO INTERFERED WITH HER

Ay DAUGHTERZ |T'S RIDICULOUS ! THAT
N KIND OF DRAMATIC DEVICE JUST
DOESN'T WORK [F YOU WANT THE

I/// STORY TO RE CRED|BLE!
F2m F t
@ @ ~, f) 6l§
YEAH, THE SAME THING OCCURRED TO ME ACTUALLY. =
THE DIALOGUE AND NARRATIVE DEVELOPMENT wouLD
LAVE GAINED A LoT FROM BEING LESS MANIPULATED. :
IT WOULD HAVE BEEN BETTER JUST TO TELL i
THE STORY IN A MORE REALISTIC WAY ! 3
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— { \ . \ \\ - L
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@Z © & Zl | AGREE
o ~7 EXACTLY =
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¥

NOZ OK, THEN ALL THAT | (HL MR | AND THANKS ALSO TO
REMAINS IS To THANK. JIIW | JENNY JORDGREN FOR
Il CHARING HER TEXT WITH

EVERYBODY WHO TooK i
PART IN THIS EVENINGS || ’ ys' WE'VE GOT SOME
‘\ WINE AND SNACKS

INTERESTING EXPERIMENT. [ ol

A BIG THANK You TO D) o YOURE ALL
BoTH THE AUDIENCE /
AND THE ACTORS.. @ ')
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I'LL HAVE TO TONE DowN MY
LIFE STORY TO MAKE IT
MDRE CREDIBLE MY EXPERIENCES
AREN'T BELIEVABLE
F | TRY TO TELL
f THEM THE WAY
. ’@3J8 THEY HAPPENED.
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‘ |'M GOING TO

HAVE TO MANIPULATE
REALITY TD MAKE
T CREDIBLE.
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TALK TO AN ADULT

ARE CHILDREN NATURALLY CURIoUS?
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PERSONALLY, | CAN'T  REMEMBER EVER BEING CURIOUS AS A cHILD.

I Egl
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FOR ME, LIFE WAS ALL ABOUT
SUR VIVING, STEELING MYSELF, AND
WORKING OUT How TO BEHAVE |

IN THE DIFFERENT SITUATIONS
| WAS THROWN INTO. NEVER

| HAVE ALWAYS BEEN FED,
CLOTHED AND HOUSED, SO COMPARED
WITH MOST OF THE WORLD'S

POPULATION, | HAVE OF COURSE LED

LUXURY ) CoULD AFfo

BUT CURIOSITY WAS NEVER A

RD.
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AS FAR BACK AS I

REMEMBER, MY FopcoS HAS

ALWAYS BEEN:

A CHARMED UFE OF RELATIVE LUXURY. J

CAN
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| WAS FACED WITH CERTAIN
PROBLEMS AND DILEMMAS...

.. THINGS YOU HAD TO LEARN

l@\{(}/

1.,,THINGS YoU HAD TO UNDERSTAND

.. MIXED MESSAGES

T
ARE YOU REALLY GOING
-LTO EAT ANOTHER BUN2

AM!?

!
J-M;
|, &=
s
%

AM| EVEN

N\ SUPPOSED T
ANSWER THAT

QUESTION ©

MY JOB WAS TO WORK
OUT WHAT TO DO.

3 gw 1 B

/// W /// o

| KNEW THE TWO MOST

| IMPORTANT RULES:
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i NE\IER ASK
FOR HELP

§ (2 NEVER BE A iﬁ
: NUISANCE

i

L,
N 1

\




| LEARNED TO GUESS FROM — WHETHER 1D DONE THE RIGHT

THING OR THE WRONG THIN G
TINY HINTS IN MY PARENTS FACES.. I’; 13 OMER SITUATION,

|

I -1 1
| EVEN GOT CLUES FROoM BUT THE MOST IMPORTANT

RULE WAS_ THIS:

BoDY L
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D ————— S —
“‘ e —
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1 [Because IF YOU DiD, THEY VANISHED

RIGHT OUT OF THE PICTURE.
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| COULD SEE | MY PARENTS' EYES |
WHAT A HARDSHIP IT WAS FOR THEM

TO HELF ME. .~
.. |8 ¢
WHAT DOES IT
SAY HERE?®?

| CouLD TELL FROM THEIR SIGHS
OVER EVERYTHING FROM DENTAL CARE.

I

.g—l.._/ o~ 7
THE ScHoOL. NURSE R
SAYS AN ADULT 2

SHOULD BRUSH
CHILDREN'S TEETH
UNTIL THEY'RE 9... ;f

Ny

SIGH
/ 7

... To READING STORIES...

YoU SKIPPED
A PAGE!

SIGH

WOULDN'T “{j <,
IT BE BETTER \& I
\F YOU READ IT

YOURSELF
INSTEAD OF

MAKING ME
po IT?¢

|

r T T

" How Do |
SPELL "AGAIN"©

WAS NON-EXISTENT.




BIT BY BIT | ARRIVED AT A SO | WRESTLED WITH ALL LETTERS
Ml” IN THE ALPHABET,

f

b
| I'M GOING TO LEARN

b EVERYTHING IN THE WHOLE )

"L WAS NEVER EVE
GOING TO ASK ANYBOPY‘ ASK ANYONE TD R'ZAgO'»T? e

ANYTHING AGAIN, OR HELP
ME TO WRITE ANYTHING, |

| STRUGGLED WITH SHoELAces.] [[ Learned To RiDE A Bike
WITHOUT ANYONE TO TEACH
ME. ,:’:.""H" W, Y, oy, e

I'M NOT
GOING TO

ASK ANYONE
TO SHOW
@ ME HOW
N Tp DO THIS.
| HAVE

To po IT
MYSELF!
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y | CAN DD ,

(oo S on Y am

N
S

AND SINCE 'I WAS DPETERMINED NEVER TO BE A BURDEN TO
ANYONE, | FINALLY LEARNEP TO RIDE THE BIKE ON MY OWN.

% ,
% | DIDN'T N\ 0N
e KNOW YOU CouLD \:f: 257
e RIDE A BIKE!'You V-Biea’.”" 7
MUST HAVE 10n O
LEARNT ALL ON : -.,_'__:-r: e

YOUR OWN'! [ isf
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| MAPE A MENTAL NOTE OF HOW MUCH MY PARENTS
APPRECIATED IT WHEN | DID THINGS ON MY "OWN.
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| GREW UP ON A FARM. MY MOTHERjF [on CHILDREN'S PROGRAMFES THE

WAS ALWAYS AT HOME, So 1 | [ -

BARELY HAD ANY CONTACT WITH 10 IF You WANT
ToTRY THIS AT

THE OUTSIDE WORLD BEFORE |
HOME, You SHOULD
ASK AN ADULT

STARTED SCHOOL IN TOWN. THE
TELLY BECAME A WINDOW ON FOR HELP"
™ /

THE WORLD, —
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OH NO' THAT MEANS :
CAN'T TRY IT! [ AT SOME POINT, OF COURSE, |
BEGAN TOD REALISE THAT IF

THEY SAID THINGS LIKE THAT

ON TELLY, THERE MUST BE
CHILDREN WHO REALLY COULD
ASK THEIR PARENTS FOR HELF
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| ALSo LISTENED A LoT TO RADIO PROGRAMMES FOR Kips AND YOUNG
PEOPLE . THERE T00 THEY MENTI/ONED TALKING TO ADULTS
} HH)H

o
UJW

A il
"IF THERE'S SOMEONE

W

AT SCHOOL WHo'S dl
~.:§.°.
ﬂ”” l””” ”L __C ;1___'_55 —|

MEAN TO YoU, TALK _—
MY PROBLEM WAS THAT | DIDN’'T KNow WHO THE ADULTS I SHOULD TALK TO MIGHT BE.

T0 AN ADULT
ABOUT IT"

-

BN

OF COURSE | KNEW, IN THEORY, THAT MY MUM W T
RS| , AS AN
| MADE A FEW ATTEMPTS TO TALK TD HER. AN APULT . 20

AT SCHOOL.

TODAY, TINA SPAT
AT ME, RIGHT HERE, O Q g/‘g
] .
\ON MY ARM! DON'T BE L
—] SILLY, SHE
Hf\vy Y
YES SHE DID, x

|
|

| EVEN TOLD
MY TEACHER

|

1.!!

l

OH, JENNY ! You
SHOULDN'T BOTHER
YoUR TEACHER WITH

IMPORTANT THINGS
TO THINK ABOUT.

35



DID SHE REALLY
SPIT AT You©

ool
o=

AND LET!S SAY 3SHE DID,
WHAT DID YOoU Do To

HER FIRST THAT MADE
HER DO IT?

So | STARTED TO QUESTION MY

So IF IT HAD HAPPENED, IT WAS

owN EXPERI1ENCES.

MY OWN FAULT ANYWAY,

FORGET ALL ABOUT IT,
I'M SURE SHE BAS.,

- \

h\/N

| FELT TERRIBLE K AND | REALISED
THAT MUM WAS NOT THE "APULT"

| WAS SUPPOSED TO TALK TO.

\\\““‘“\: T
v \

i
'f

WHAT DID |
DO WRONG?®

}Hll.‘

(.

|

|

—_0 |

|

i

[
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| WONDERED WHERE To FIND THESE AOULTS YoU WERE MEANT
TO TALK TO. | KNEW | SHOULDN'T TALK TO My MUM, AND SHED
TOLD ME NOT TO TALK TO My TEACHER . SO WHD WERE THEY? D

THEY EVEN EXIST?

—

IF THEY EXISTED AT ALL, | WAS PRETTY SURE THEY MUST
BE IN STOCKHOLM

1l y

|

} ' )
i W
i e

. AR
* CALL IN TO TALK TO OUR RADIO PSYCHOLOGIST MARGARETA BERGGREN. ** SWEDISH TELEVISION. *** KAMRATPOS-
TEN IS A WELL-KNOWN MAGAZINE FOR CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE IN SWEDEN AND SOMETHING OF AN INSTITU-

TION THAT MANY SWEDES HAVE GROWN UP WITH. **** * THE OMBUDSMAN FOR CHILDREN" WAS A NEWSPAPER COLUMN
FOR CHILDREN TO WRITE TO.

i
|
|
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SNAKE

N THE GRASS

| HAD A FRIEND CALLED SARA. WE LIVED QUITE CLOSE TO EACH
OTHER, BUT HER HOUSE WAS RIGHT BY THE MOUNTAIN.
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ONE AFTERNOON, WE HEARD HER
MOTHER CALLING US AS USUAL
TO COME POWN.
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WE STARTED RUNNING DOWN TOWARDS THE SUDDENLY SARA STARTED TO.
HOUSE. L mIEZ (V01 SCREAM AND RUN EVEN
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SARA ALWAYS RAN FASTER THAN ME.j

| WAS RUNNING PRETTY FAST,
BUT | MANAGED TO SEE..
I u%%%’fl&ﬂ.ﬁ?&i‘

/‘—;'Q;/‘ Wit 4"":-"1/ K= ”/:.'77?;(&/"
/ — Vi =, =47 A AL 7
2 N t}-‘-/%?'%%

... A SNAKE COILEP UP IN THE
GRASS AT THE EDGE OF

THE WOODS.
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OH, SWEATHEART, COME HERE!

| WASN'T THAT FRIGHTENED,
BECAUSE | SAW THAt THE
SNAKE WAS BLACK, SO IT
WAS ONE OF THE HARMLESS

BUT WHAT | SAW WHEN | REACHED |
SARA'S HOUSE GAVE ME A4

MASSIVE SHOCK.
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SARA WAS CLINGING TO HER
MOTHER WHO HELD HER IN HER
ARMS. SHE'D GIVEN IN TO HER
FEAR AND LET HERSELF GO
COMPLETELY, HER TEARS FLOWING
LIKE THERE WAS NO TOMORROW.

I'D NEVER SEEN BEHAVIOUR LIKE THAT BEFORE.
RER MOTHER JUST HELD HER FOR THE LONGEST TIME

AFTER AN ETERNITY THAT LASTED LONGER
THAN ANYTHING ELSE |'D EVER
EXPERIENCED, SARA'S TEARS FINALLY STOPPED,

YpU KN OW, THAT SNAKE N
WAS PROBABLY
MORE SCARED OF
You THAN YOU
WERE OF IT!

AND You DID
HAVE YOUR

GUMBLOTS ON !

—

—_—

SCAREp OF THE

YOU'RE LOOKING
A BIT PALE!

SNAKE T0O, JENNY?

| SHOOK. MY HEAD.

W

r=

FarAry)
e ‘\l‘“\'«t\‘q{‘[\'{t‘
Al “\u
\) ikl
u e

! ot e,‘f\f,“,&f
SHIT B
1‘::.':).“ '}:‘ {;;‘
\ “A‘l‘ hedatly
:“'J!t‘:fe'.‘.'?i?-.\m’:{’f

I'T WAS WHAT HAPPENED
AFTERWARDS THAT WAS THE
DIFFIcULT PART FOR ME, SEEING
SARA IN HER MUM'S ARMS
CRYING HER EYES OUT, AND HER
MUM SEEMING T0O THINK THIS WAS
PERFECTLY ACCEPTABLE BEHAVIOUR,

| WAS SHOCKED THAT THERE WERE
PARENTS WHO BEHAVED THiS WAY.
But | ALSO UNDERSTOOD THAT THIS
WAS SOMETHING | COULD NEVER
HAVE. THIS MEANT SARA
DESERVING THAN ME, | JUST
COVULDN'T WORK /T OUT,

J
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COME ON, GIRLS. LET'S GO [
/}ﬁsms AND EAT; ‘@j
[ 11 —
o WHAT ARE_WE L I \ s‘
HAVING ¢
N\~
NN LI
SPAGHETT) AND MEAT J‘Auc‘gjl_
e TINNED OR \| Fomyieniye
&2 .:x-'?-.\::?ﬂ%w
HoME MADE 2 )| ¥nSdS e NN
| *{PQ@@% E
TIN < AN ?'
; INNED ) e
B » P / & ¥ 754 .'. 1 y
///// ‘—4“' ; Y’ PEE. ‘6‘ BX L
T
| HAVE TO GO HOME Now. i3 %t!'.g'-,.‘:&‘g,s..-:s-;:'?;.-:.
S 3wy 2 RPCRL S & X =
ATA ity ; 1
‘ L)

I —
REALLYC ALREADY? WHY DIDN'T | GO INSIDE WITH
DON'T YOU WANT R THEMZ TO A NICE WARM KITCHEN
10 CoME INSIDE %L AND THE KIND OF TINNED
AND EAT FIRST® - MEAT SAUCE THAT [ LOVED.
THERE'S PLENTY ' ==
FOR EVERYBODY. -~ /

N~ = = ‘,V/

@%5&—% %tﬁ = 1"* ////////ﬁ
_ = ‘s‘\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\
@L = : / %
/ 'NO, THANKS.
| HAVE TO G0 | —
HOME. BYE! WHY DID | GO HOME [NSTEAD
EVEN THoUGH | REALLY WANTED
TO STAY®
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PERHAPS [T WAS BECAUS
CATCH A GLIPSE OF SOMETHIN

E IT WbULD HAVE MADE ME SAD Tbd
G | WANTED BuT KNEw | CouLD

NEVER. HAVE. SUPPER AT A KITCHEN TABLE TOGETHER WITH
AN ADULT WHOD ASKED YOU HOW YoUu WERE AND
WHAT YOU'D BEEN UP TO THAT DAY

L i tir 11

N O O A |

I

IT WAS THE
BIGGEST SNAKE
I'VE EVER
SEEN!
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T SARAS HOUSE, IT WAS

ALWAYS _ NICE .

EVEN OK To0 TALK

\ I

Il

OO0HHH |

f

~

€

DR

B

%

[~

ABOUT THINGS THAT WEREN'T

OCCASIONALLY, THERE MIGHT EVEN BE AN ARGUMENT, JARA'S MUM

LDER BROTHER, FOR EXAMPLE

SOMETIMES GOT ANGRY WITH HER ©

— T [LIRPN /// ///
— A A .
JUST BEHAVE YOURSELF H
¢ (] NOW, PLEASE. u I
& ~—
1 \ NEEN I ,'
©,9
1/ Z é'.
RN ==
Q WHY
THE HELL &®
SHOULD | ¢
5 o -

THEY ALL GoT TO

SHOW THEIR

44

_ FEELINGS QUITE OPENLY
TO ME, THIS WAS LIKE MAGIC,



BUT | WENT BACK HOME INSTEAD. IN OUR HOUSE, THERE WAS ALWAYS
SOMEONE AT HOME, BUT IT WAS EMPTY AND SILENT ANYWAY.

et
= Nl
L=

HAVE A NICE
TIME zf\T
SARA's ®

il

g 3}

IN OUR HOUSE YOU CouLD ONLY TALK ABouT "NICE" THINGS.
ANYTHING THAT WAS IN ANY UNPLEASANT HAD To BE
| AVOIDED AT ALL COSTS.
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CLIFTS WITH INGER

WHEN | WAS § | WAS ALLOWED
To GO INTO TOWN EVERY TUESDAY
MORNING TO THE CHILDREN'S

ONE OF THE CHURCH PEoPLE
THERE WAS CALLED INGER AND SHE
LIVED IN A VILLAGE THAT WAS
EVEN FURTHER FRoM TOWAN THAN
OURS, SO SHE USED To GIVE ME A LIFT,

H/ JENNYI | E—

‘{M’jh‘(‘h

Wﬂm

»
=%
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At ASSEMBLY DURING CHILDREN'S HOUR, WE GOT TO TELL THE OTHERS

ABOUT THINGS THAT HAD HAPPENED ToO US DURING THE WEEK THIS
WAs MY SAFETY VALVE, WHENEVER ANYTHING HAPPENED IN MY LIFE, 1 THOUGHT:

I'LL TELL HER ABouT
THIS ON TUESPAY

THIS'LL MAKE 4 Goop
STORY FOR TUESDAY

I'LL HAVE
To TELL HER
THIS ON

THIS'LL GivE ME

SOMEHING TO6 TALK
TUES PAY

NEw SHOES .
: i,

- iy 0
.“F//’//'/%/ i

T //"’f‘!"

; R

Il

SO

SN
SOME WEEKS, SO MANY THINGS | STARTED TO RUN EVENTS
HAPPENED THAT | WANTED TO TALK TOGETHER SO THAT | couLp TALK
ABOUT THAT I'D HAVE TO SORT THROUGH ABOUT SEVERAL THINGS IN
TREM AND COME UP WitH ALTERNATIVES. THE SAME STORY.

|F] TELL THEM THAT ON TUESDAY,
THEN | CAN KEEP THE OTHER STORY
FOR THE CAR TRIP INTO TOWN.

] CouLD SAY THAT | SAW
THE FROG AND THEN FELL

OVER AND HURT

MY HAND.
THAT MAKES O.
AND THEN lT ONE
MAYBE AB%\# STORY
The THIRD INSTEAD
THING IN THE OF TwWp.

CAR ON THE
WAY BACK.
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| GOT TRE DISTNCT FEELING THAT [NGER ENJOYED LISTENING TO ME
WHEN | TOLD HER THINGS, THAT SHE |
FOUND WHAT | SAID INTERESTING, E=

_AND THEN WE SAW A SNAKE!' E ‘/
. — H

| \
)

-
%

J0s FLASHBACK: NO SAFEETY

;/////%%///;/%///, REALLY BIG)
| % r / s A\
| -\ A

BELTS IN THE BACK S€

o
T, ///
///////‘%/@///,
0

¢<<:SL/S loveS§
jus aiL(j
W}J t
p oN'5)

- ( ONE DAY WHEN
] T waS RAINING







A VISIT To THE CINEMA

‘LON SUNDAYS, THE CINEMA IN TOWN So IT WAS DECIDED THAT [ CouLp
SHOWED CHILDREN'S MATINEES GO, EVEN THOUGH DAD THOUGHT
AND ONE DAY, SARA'S MOTHER T WAS UNNECESSARY.
ASKED IF | WANTED TO GO. y 1
°¥

¥ P
¢—¥ oé‘
x*
¥~¥ b T
¥ *¥ ”:;‘y"
o~ =l
%
S THEY ALWAYS ¥ —
'Lu PRWVE SHoW THOSE V)
THEM THERE AND FILMS ON I —
APTERWARDS', oR LATER.
Cmn—

THE LIGHTS WENT DOWN AND
THE FILM STARTED.

i e

| WAS NERVOUS. THE OTHER CHILDREN
THERE WERE MOSTLY OLDER AND

\\\\\”& \ it
W Arad
Ayt RAANR
,W\\\,{‘S\“\T \’
,\,,w v
MR Wl

SRSERTA\

......

“WE GOT OUR TICKETS AND |
FOLLOWED THE OTHERS INSIDE,
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THIS 1S WHERE I'D LIKE To BE
ABLE T0O SAY SOMETHING

BERGMAN-LIKE ABOUT THAT FILM
BEING MY FIRST REAL ARTISTIC

EXPERIENCE AND A TURNING
POINT IN MY LIFE. THAT |
DISCOVERED THE WORLD OF
FILM, TO WHICH I WAS THEN
ABLE TO EScAPE WHENEVER
) NEEDEP TO,

L

SADLY, THOUGH, THE EXPERIENCE
WAS NOTHING BUT TORTURE
FROM BEGINNING TO END.

o/ '%f

SEATED BEHIND US WERE SoME

BoYS OF AROUND 10,

THEY POKED AND PINCHED AND
THREW THINGS AT ME AND SARA ALL

THROUGH THE FILM

GIG6LE

TepEe! GIGGLE

| TRIED TO IGNORE THEM AND
CONCENTRATE ON THE MOVIE, BUT
IT WAS [MPOSSIBLE , | HAVE
NO IDEA WHAT THE FiLM

WAS ABOUT.

i

@ o o}

N4 g

® ®

L W >

SARA DIDN'T SAY ANYTHING EITHER,
' SHE WAS PROBABLY JUST AS
PARALYSED AS | WAS.

@J@

| FELT LIKE A TRAPPED ANIMAL
THERE IN THE DARK. | OION'T |
DARE LEAVE, EVEN THOUGH
SITTING THROUGH | WAS
UNBEAR ABLE, So | FOCUSED
ON NOT CRYING.




FINALLY THE FILM WAS OVER AND SARA AND ! HURRIED OUT TO

H{ i i .
AT MTHER'S CAR, [
GeET A MOVE :
ON THEN!
HHH :l ll;lu
I

€.

LT

i

A ML T (LI

/ 7 D) ﬁi@.{}mm \ ATt
7 W

Hllmmmmﬂnm..n.mﬂ.l.;%-%;_;gnﬂgnmuy HEAVENS ABOVE! WHAT EVER
e "'7"(:-‘ HAPPENEDZ SARA?

/i

JENRY |, WHAT
HAPPEN ED

— e
FILM S(ARY , s
‘ &5 7 m //////




BUT WHEN | GOT HOME, IT WAS AS [F | JUST COULDN'T |

HELP MYSELF 1
[0 Jl ‘
$0, HoW WAS \
S YouR VISIT TO s ‘uﬁ : ‘
| . Y THE CINE MA ) i, ]WWM J { \ L”ﬁ
wv ez = N lﬂuulf! W mﬂ!ﬂ . 'b
P U
/ =2, |||\l 2\
P //x e i 2\
EESVNCRDNGSD)
§ ////’///,///,7;7/;4//,%///,, Rl “‘\\ & \ \\\\ [A
| JUST BURST INTO TEARS AND COULDN'T STOP. TN

AND AS ALWAYS WHENEVER | CRIED, DAD GOT STRESSED OUT AND
LEFT THE RoOOM.

\ |77 oH FOR C\ODDNESSNOw,8 ’
A 1S 1T
SAKE, WHAT f

| WeLL, THAT'S THE LAST 3
TIME WE SEND YOU TO THE
C

CINEMA. IF YOURE GOING

TO START BAWLING EVERY |
"\ TIME You COME HOME, THERE'S ‘

No POINT: WASTING GO0 B
MONEY ON IT. e O ‘

=7sn W ‘
7/ . _ }
. “,’)"J
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BUT... BUT... IT
WASN'T THE CINEMA,

NexT TIME. NO MORE TRIPS
T0 THE CINEMA FOR YOU,
—~—

‘N

r
H WELL, NOW You'LL KNOW

l}ﬂ,

BooHO0O J
Boo HOOHOO

Bpo HoD ” }}

Sig! =~ ]‘w
/7~
ITS NOTHING TO CRY OLO » I
ABOUT, FILMS JUST - f
AREN'T YOUR cuP | J
il |
| e
\ | |
SO NOW I

A YOu
: ; You
— = HAVE

<o\ I ‘ lhﬂﬂl I

NEXT TIME.

KNOW. \r
DON'T l
T0 GO |













THREATEN

NG CLOUD

HOW OLD CouLD | HAVE BEENZ ABT 42
| TRINK | WAS BEING TOO NOISY WHILE
DAD WAS TALKING ON THE PHONE IN

é. THE KITCHEN.

T

000

* AA “%

e Jf’
0,

336
A~

HE GAVE ME A SHOVE TD GET ME ouT
OF THE ROOM. m ””
IIIH(

i

|

/
I
; O Vi

LT WAS A VERY IMPORTANT CALL .

| FELL BACKWARDS AND HURT MYSELF
AND STARTED TO SHRIEK EVEN LOUDER .

[ O L P

WAAAA

MUM QUICKLY PICKED ME UP AND CARRIED
ME OFF TO ANOTHER PART OF THE
HOUSE.

i
SCH' SCH‘.
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——

BE QUIET Now! You HAVE To BE MUM WENT BACK To THE KITCHEN,

A DAD'S PHONE CALL WAS OVER B
QUIET, DADDY'S TALKING ON NOW., | HEARD HER Y
THE PHONE. [ °

SAY TO HIM:
[]

- @ > =

J\/K/\/\m
You'VE GoT

To DEAL WITH
i’ THIS NOW 3

DAD CAME INTO THE Room I'D 1 [ar e TivE, 15Tt powr kiow
BEEN LEFT IN.Jj ¢ | ! WHAT THE WORD "FORGIVE" MEANT.
' ' ) ' | KNEW YOU WERE SUPPOSED TO
\ ' ) ' y APOLOGISE AND SAY "SORRY" IF YOU
) ' DID SOMETHING BAD, BUT HE'D SAID
' q "FORGIVE AND FORGETZ" Tp ME. DID
) ' =% THAT MEAN | WAS SUPPOSED TO
/J ! ' \LO APOLDGISE? HAD | DONE SOMETHING
b WRONG? AND IF SO, WHAT?
' N
’ ] 0 '
@ @ .
d
s 2. ' . ] )
AND FORGET?
il °
117

| WAS SO CONFUSED | COULDN'T
SAY ANYTHING.

60



WITH MY DAD, YOU HAVE TD BE QUICK

WITH YOUR ANSWERS, ) v

WELL 2¢ t

\

[ SEE, So YoU
WON'T FORGIVE AND
FORGET, TREN®!

3 1;? é‘: ¢
£ 33338
T ‘

YoU DON'T GET THAT MANY
QEco_Nos TO REPLY.

WELL, |F THAT'S
THE WAY YOU WANT
\ IT, FINE!

T A

.
¢
|
'
)

THE PAIN AND CONFUSION HE
CAUSED BY LEAVING THE R6OM
WAS A THOUSAND TIMES WORSE
THAN THE PAIN WHEN HE
KNOCKED ME OVER,

| STARTEP TO CRY. ; 0 ; (]
WOOAAAA!) * '
AAA. 0
0 | TOLD You To 9
) DEAL WITH IT!
' N
707 ;
a)y ' i
BUT | DID
‘ APOLOGISE! ;

NN
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| WAS 6 AND I'D COME INSIDE WITH
DIRTY SHOES AND TRAMPLED MUD
ON HER NEWLY SCRUBBEP FLOORS.
SHE THREW ME OUT ON THE
DOORSTEP AND GAVE ME A

MUM ONLY EVER HIT ME ONCE.

LT _FELT GooD. | LT _DION'T HURT.

MY MUM IS INCAPABLE OF SAYING

BUT | STARTED T® CRY, MOSTLY BECAUSE
| KNEW | WAS ENTITLED TO. THIS SORRY, OR ASKING FOR FORGIVENESS,
WAS 1939, AND THE LAW AGAINST OR EVEN GINING ME

CORPORAL. PUNISHMENT OF CHILDREN
HAD JUST BEEN PASSED. | KNEW ALL
ABOUT IT AND | ALSO KNEW THAT My
MUM RAD DONE SOMETHING ILLEGAL .

| SHOULON'T
HAVE DONE
THAT.

SO | CRIED AND CRIED, AS IF THIS ,
WERE MY ONLY CHANCE TO GET SOME BUT SHE DID ADMIT SHE'D BEERN
CRYING DONE. THE SLAP HAD GIVEN ME WRONG AND THAT WAS A MAJOR

THE RIGHT TO SHOW MY FEELINGS, VICTORY FOR ME,
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I SHE NEVER HIT ME AGAIN, WHICH
WAS A PITY. A SLAP WoULD HAVE BEEN
AN EXPRESSION OF FEELING ON HER

PART. SHE WOULD HAVE SHOWN ME
SOMETHING, WEIRD AS IT MAY SEEM,
A SLAP FROM HER WouLD HAVE

FELT TANGIBLE AND SAFE,

G

=

- ———

\
@

y Ll N 1

INSTEAD, THINGS JUST WENT BACK
To THE WAY THEY'D ALWAYS BEEN -
SILENCE, AVOIDANCE, GUESSWORK

AND CONFUS|ON.

| DIDN'T KNDW WHETHER WHAT ) DID
WAS RIGHT OR WRONG,

4

!
/.

%

ALL | KNEW WAS THAT MY FARENTS
WEREN’'T DOING ANYTHING
CRIMINAL OR ILLEGAL,

—

AFTER THE LAW CHANGED, THERE
WAS LOTS OF TALK ON THE RADIO
ABOUT SMACKING CHILDREN AND
ABOUT CORPORAL PUNISHMENT.
SO | KNEW THAT THERE WERE
CHILDREN WHO WERE
BEATEN AND ABUSED IN
OTHER WAYS BY THEIR PARENTS,

‘ "

°

>

“‘1
| WAS LUCKY ENOUGH Tb HAVE

PARENTS WHO WEREN'T LIKE
THAT, AND | KNEW IT,

L

-
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FELT THREATENED RBY THEM,

| HAVE NEVER FELT AFRAID OF MY PARENTS. AND /'VE NEVER I

‘ggmgﬁ%% 3%

A ?
!"

A
2

3 ‘

J

I

MY PARENTS ALWAYS SEEMED To |
BE WAITING FOR ME TD BE HAPPY,

! | CAN'T
| E WITH -
SUE'LL JUST i\ cop
HAVE T DEAL > THAT SORT

wiTH THAT
HERSELF,

0

OF THING.

ROOMS HAVE ALWAYS BEEN VACATED
IMMEDIATELY WHENEVER I'VE SO MUCH
AS MENTIONED MY FEELINGS, fOR
FEAR OF HAVING To DEAL wiTH
ANYTHING UNPLEASANT,

| J LSDMEONE ELSES EMOTIONS, j

THEY SUFFERED FRoM A NAMELESS
TERROR OF HAVING TO DEAL WITH




AS TIME PASSED, [ BEGAN TO
REALISE THAT | couLp USE MY

FEELINGS AS A WEAPON. ALL |
NEEDED TO Do WAS HAVE A

SMALL FIT,, T———

ABANDONED AND ALONE.

|

uMP ... ALONGSIDE s
BOTTOMLESS EMPTINESS AN
L PANIC AT BEING LEFT







OPINIONS

| WAS BORN WITH A SERIOUS

DISORDER.

OPINIONS. THE MDST EMBARRASSING
THING YOV CouLd POSSIBLY HAVE!

AT LEAST IF YOU EXPRESS THeMm!

| HAVE NEVER HEARD MY
PARENTS EXPRESS AN OPINION

ABOUT ANYTHING.

| THINK IT'S
UN FAIR THAT...

————

—i |

OR RATHER, THEY SHIFT OPINIONS
DEPENDING ON WHD THEY'RE TALKING TD,

| HEAR THEYVE GONE AND RELDCATED
LOADS OF WO0GS TO THDSE

APARTMENTS DOWN BY
THE WATER. ‘
- é‘f

ﬂ

\ \)
s‘ “ ?&L
| KNow, WHAT THE
HELL WERE THEY
THINKING?
W\__

IT'S GOING TO BE A
DISASTER. AND WE'LL

—

ZWAN
%&‘x

Ellﬂmmm 'mllmnuu]lm

HAVE To PuT Up WITH Ay THE
CRIMINALITY AND ALL THAT KIND

ISN'T 1T GREAT TO HAVE A BIT OF
NEW BLOOD IN THE VILLAGE? WE
CoULD DO WITH IT! AND THEY'RE
SURE TO BE A GREAT ADPDITION TO
THE FOOTBALL TEAM. AFRICANS HAVE
OFTEN PLAYED FOOTBALL ALL THEIR LIVES, .
N

‘” AUt

f

‘ ¢

', |

N .
p ’ - ‘!_<

NEAH, THATS RIGHT! WHO Knows

WITH THEIR HELP, WE MIGHT
EVEN GET INTO DIVISIoN 5

b G 1

67

IT's TERRIFIC, ISN'T IT2




[ WAS BORN WITH A KIND OF NATURAL
CLUMSINESS, | WAS ALWAYS GETTING INTD

FIGHTS, ,
l WELL, | DON )
THINK THAT'S

VERY NICE!

.
v

Y
WE CASE,
| DON'T WANT TO

PLAY WITH YOoU!

OF COURSE, THIS WHOLE BUSINESS
WAS VERY DIFFICULT AND HIGHLY

EMBARRASSING TO ,
MY PARENTS.

KSIGH... OH, WELL,

pU'LL JUST HAVE T0O

Z;{Au_ HER UP AND SAY L

N YoURE SORRY. y
i

K2
¥
]

OU SHOULD
i ALWAYS SAY

1'LL CALL
HER MOTHER
NOW,

MY PARENTS WERE PLEASANT AND WELL-MANNERED. IT MADE ME FEEL
LIKE A BAD PERSON FOR SO OFTEN BELIEVING

[ WAS IN THE RIGHT

WHEN I'D ARGUED WITH SOMEBODY.
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—

| TRIED TO MEND MY WAYS BUT,

™~ -~

WE'RE TAKING
THE SLED NOW.

ND, JENNY
AND |

2

g

7l

L2 i
§ N

| JUST COULDbN'T STOP MYSELF! MY
ANGER BUBBLED UP INSIDE ME AND

| COULDN'T CONTROL IT!

g i AN U

ACTUALLY, SARA BuUT 173 OUR ]

ND | HAD

AIT FleT.' TURN Now!
N, /’__
Ry

g
f

1

ND, WEVE Got IT FOR Y 4
THE WHOLE OF THIS BREAK ) /]
R — ((mat’s GHEATING:
MO)J” S NoT! Yl

WELL, WE'RE TAKING
T ANY WAY! |

N

[ Hs |

et zetzi)

THATS NoT FAIR!

AFTERWARDS, I'D FEEL ASHAMED
OF MYSELF. MY PARENTS WOULD HAVE
BEEN HORRIBLY EMBARRASSED IF
THEY'D SEEN HOW ANGRY ['D GOT.

I

I

,

|
e

{
| RARELY TOLD MY PARENTS
ABOUT ANYTHING THAT HAPPENEDP
AT SCHOOL. AND | WAS LUCkY,

BECAUSE THEY DIDN'T ASK.

- —




BUT THE WORST THING WAS WHEN |
| EMBARRASSED THEM IN FRONT OF

OTHER ADULTS.

WHAT ARE THEY THINKING,
LANDING US WITH A BLOODY
REFUGEE CAMP?

r__/
@ v

® 3@3
2

YEAH

WHY SHALL WE PAY FOR

ALL THOSE BLOODY FDREIGNERS
. WHO COME HERE®

—

)

ACTUALLY, WHERE THEY COME
FROM, THERE'S A WAR ON!
AND SWEDEN HAS A
RESPONSIBILITY TO
HELP THEM!

&

N

it

Ol YEAHC THERE'S A
YOUNG LADY WHD SAYS
WHAT SHE THINKS.

WHEN SOMETHING LIKE THAT HAPPENED,
MY DAD CouLD IGNORE MY EXISTENCE

FOR SEVERAL DAYS AFTERWARDS TD
MAKE ME REALISE HOW UNACCEPTABLE
MY BEHAVIOUR HAD BEEN,

DAYS LIKE THAT WERE LIKE
NIGHT MARES. TD HIM, | SIMPLY
DIDN'T EXIST., |

L =

I'LL JUST HAVE TO
GIVE UP HAVING
OPINIONS! STOP
SAYING WHAT
| THINK!

BUT | COULDN'T, IT WAS AS THO UG H

IT WAS SOMETHING IN MY BLOOD,
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MY SOLUTION TO THIS SHAMEFUL MY DREAM WAS TO BE PUBLISHED,
NEED TO EXPRESS OPINIONS WAS MAYBE EVEN TO HAVE MY TEXT
ILLUSTRATED BY CECLIA TORUDOD, |
PETER CSIHAS, GUNNA GRAHS *
OR ONE OF THEIR OTHER

ILLUSTRATORS, |

l / I !

| T0 writE IN TO
KAMRATPOSTEN.

TR M

| ”\\H"’ | Iy
i

TR

l“’l |

Il

|

i

..AND POSTED THE LETTERS WHEN NoBoDY WAS

e —

STOLE STAMPS FROM THE
LoOKNG [ —— = — =—————

ARD IN THE KITCHEN.,,

(O =—

ALL WORKED FOR KAMRATPOSTEN AT ONE TIME.
71

* WELL-KNOWN SWEDISH ILLUSTRATORS WH



ONCE MY MUM CAUGHT ME WITH
A LETTER | HADN'T YET HAD
TIME TO pPoST!

WHAT |S THIS 22
KAMRAT POSTEN !¢
WHAT ARE You
WRITING TO

ONLM KiDS

WITH PROBLEMS
WRITE To THEM!

|

—

T‘{ou DoN'T HAVE ANY PRoBLEMs!J

AND IF THERE 1S 4\1

ANYTHING WRONG,
You SHOULD TELL ME

AND NOBpDY ELSE!

HAVE You EVER
WRITTEN TO

THEM BEFORE ¢ z.

1S THAT WHERE THE STAMPS
HAVE BEEN DISAPPEARING ¢ |
: — T

' R
FOR GoD'S SAKE, CHILD, | HOPE You
L DION'T USE YOUR REAL NAME'

N

—

A WAVE OF SHAME ROLLED OVER ME
AND SWEPT THROUGH MY ENTIRE BODY.

l

| NEVER THOVGHT
You'o DO SOMETHING

LIKE THIS! SNiFF

[ was DESPERATELY ASHAMED OF MYSELF

ALL MY LIFE, I'VE SUFFERED FROM
THIS INNER CONFLICT BETWEEN..,

MY NEED

TO EXPRESS
MY

OPINIONS

. AND THE
SHAME
THIS

GENERATES










" CLOSENESS

| HAVE NEVER SEEN MY
PARENTS FIGHT. | HAVE NEVER

SEEN THEM HAVE FUN

TOGETHER.. | HAVE NEVER 5
CEEN THEM KISS. | HAVE B
NEVER EVEN SEEN THEM

c
J

|

TOUCH ONE ANOTHER

EVEN THOUGH 1 LIVED

UNDER THE SAME
ROOF AS THEM FOR

9 YEARS.

¥

y )

ON THE POSITIVE SIDE, THEY NEVER TOUCHED

ME EITHER. |['VE HAD PSYCHOLOGQISTS WHO

SUSPECTED THAT MY DEPRESSIONS AND
ANXIETY ATTACKS AS AN ADULT WERE
DUE TO REPRESSED MEMORIES OF INCEST,
BUT THIS MUCH | CAN GUARANTEE: | HAVE
NEVER BEEN SUBJECTED TO ANY KIND OF

ABUSE OR INTERFERENCE BY MY PARENTS,
IN FACT, QUITE THE OPPOSITE! WHAT'S
THE OPPOSITE OF ABUSE? IS THERE SUCH
THING AS UNDERFERENCES WHAT
ABOUT NON-ABUSIVE ABUSES
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MY CURSE IS THAT I'VE ALWAYS NEEDED IF | WOKE UP IN THE MIDDLE OF THE
| o FEEL CLOSE TO OTHER PEDPLE. NIGHT AND KNEW THAT MUM AND DAD

WERE ASLEEP, I'D GET UP VERY QUIETLY
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THERE | LAY FEEDING MY
AS THOUGH RECHARGIN
{é:;;‘\é:fzssQ
?&{a
Niva

ENESS, 17
. %
7
.

e s e

| NIG ’: %/////////// ]
§\\ A S *; __ /////

| /

AAAAAA
EEEEE

BACKS SMELLED So GooD,
7, 7
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- .
WHENEVER | HAVE BROUGHT THIS UP, NO WAY! YoU NEVER DID ANY SucH THING |

AS AN ADULT...
BUT...! DON'T You REMEMBER?

YoU MEAN YOU LET THE KIDS
SLEEP IN THE SAME BED AS YOUZ | CREPT INTO YOUR
‘ BED EVERY NIGHT!

TES, NOTHING | WOKE UP THERE

WRONG WITH THAT.
ANDVIT'S COSY. EVERY MORNING.

////j/_;/
Pt
./@, < § THEY HAVE THE
£ SAME NEEDS I- HAD
,p\ AS A CHILD, ‘
N o, ~—y
. Yy
R A\ i
'ﬂ 'M)i‘[‘hl\\\l‘i’ 'mm‘\\\\\\i\\w

WHAT DO You MEAN® 2

WELL, USED TO SLEEP BETWEEN OH NO You DIDN'T! | DON'T REMEMgER
ANY SUCH THING, You SLEPT IN YOUR

Nou 'AND MUM EVERY NIGHT
UNTIL | WAS AT LEAST § OR ‘7,j OWN BED JUST LIKE ANYONE ELSE.

MY PARENTS NEVER ONCE CROSSED

THIS IS SOMETHING THAT MY PARENTS
EQXE‘ ;‘fgfgigﬁg;gfé . ANY KIND OF LINE WITH ME. QUITE
TROUGH 1 KNoW | SUB D THE REVERSE, IN FACT. THEY KEPT
THEM To THIS TREAT MENT | /4 WELL AWAY FROM ANY LIMITS | MIGHT
EVERY SINGLE NIGHT S
FOR YEARS. Z it
. - 'lw/
i
(it
L
A
L
f N | o T
| WAS THE ONE WHO ABUSED | WAS THE ONE WHO CROSSED
THEM, NOT THE OTHER WAY AROUND. | | THEIR. LINES.
—
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.’(:‘,B LQO D b

FOR ME, PUBERTY CAME EARLY

/P\ loAHNo!

®J®

——

AA

/

4

(<>

~
.

AN

>

| HAD MY FIRST PERIOD WHEN
| WAS 0.

WLUCKILY} I'D READ ABOUT IT IN MY
SCHOOL BIbLoGY BOOK, SO AT LEAST
| WAS A BIT PREPARED. THE BODK
SAID THAT YOU SHOULD TELL YOUR

MOTHER. | FOUND THIS PAST MORE
DIFFICULT THAN THE BLEEDING.

HER, SO | GATHERED ALL MY STRENGHT AND

ﬁm FELT IT WAS MY purY To TELL |

SAID IT

[ GoT MY

FIRST PERIOD
TODAY.

[T TURNED OUT TO
BE Just AS

E MBARRASSING AS
I'D FEARED,

81

[0 READ ABOUT SANITARY TOWELS |

AND TAMPONS, AND KNEW [ RAD
+0 USE THEM.

c-c-CouLp You B-B-BUY SOME,
ER SANITARY T-T-TowELs FOR Me?

ABSOLUTELY
NOT !

THIS 1S SOME THING YOoU HAVE ‘
T0 LEARN TO D& YOURSELF! *
YoU'RE GOING TO HAVE THIS YOUR
WHOLE LIFE Now, 5o !'LL GIVE

“YoU THE MoNEY, BuT YOU'RE GoT TD

LEARN TO BUY THEM YOURSELF.




THIS WAS ONE OF MY MUM'S MANY BAPTISMS BY FIRE. THEY HAVE MADE ME
INDE PENDENT, STRON@, BRAVE, INSECURE, TERRIFIED AND COMPLETELY INCAPABLE

OF ASKING ANYONE RR HELP.
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' I
F\‘HE SHAME AND EMBARRASSMENT OF T LUCKY IT WASN'T HELENA’S
HAVING T0 BUY SANITARY TOWELS ON MY MOTHER AT THE CASH DESK!

= |
S
oWN AT THE AGE OF lo! I“ / F

el

i

|

i A D] A
KASSA 2| / ,5‘,’“31{4 ”H
WHAT IF I'VE 9
BougHT THE !

WRONG KIND?

i

l i |
ﬂinh % | 27

i
|

il

et ’ ' ‘ HAVE TO
=S d A il | LEARN! I'M
=l g GONG O
WHAT 1P =z e THiS. FoR THE
SOMEONE FROT =2

MY CLASS T Bl REST OF MY
T e Shor' i

Ve

THERE WAS NOTHING ABOUT MENOPAUSE
\N THE SCHOOL BIOLOGY BoOK,

iy
Ve

L AT
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SOMETHING MORE

=225
=27 x  x
LNEWSPN’ERS AND MAGAZINES, YES. BOOKS, NEVER.

o
SR

1/[

TOUR HOUSE HAD BOOKSHELVES., THEY WERE USED FOR KEEPING DECOKAT/VE
CHINA AND GLASS, SPORTING AWARDS, LIQUOR BOTTLES, FRAMED PHOTOS OF
WEDDINGS AND RELATIVES, SOUVENIRS, AND CANDLE STicks THAT WERE
Too GODD TO USE. THERE WASN'T A SINGLE 800K ON THEM,

, : '
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[TTREVER SAW MY PARENTS READ BOOKS. , T
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| Lovep WATCHED TELEVISIoN. IT DION'T |
PEALLY MATTER WHAT WAS ON. SOME
AFTERNOONS, | WoULD SIT THERE
SPELL BOUND, WATCHING A RERUN
0F A SWEDISH TELEVISION

PLAY. ] ; T

')ﬁ'

'
'
)
'
)
—L

| DIDN'T UNDERSTAND MUcCH, BUT
LoVED WATCHING ANYWAY.

-
| ALWAYS GOT EMBARRASSED IF
MUM OR DAb CAUGHT ME.

AT

WHAT KIND OF CRAP
IS THAT Y&v'le?&'i '
TCHING 2. -
o WAT CH ING [ a 6 ) '
‘“E! ‘ pay '
|
W} °
peopLE WITH NOTHING
BETTER TD Do THAN
SHOUT AT EACH OTHER.
Ger oUT IN THE FRES?
~) AIR INSTEAD - '
3 *) IK
/& THS WAS THE |
EIGHTIES, SO
: NO REMOTE.
Q 4: St
N
|
&* //

THEY'RE SHOWIN G
ANOTHER DAFT FiLM ON
TELLY THIS EVENING. IF A
MOVIE GETS FIVE STARS, 1
You KNow IT'S NoT
WORTH SEEING.

ALL MOVIES wiTlt y @L @
ANY KIND OF

'MESSAGE OR ARTISTIC. ™ .
AMBITION WERE = Vs

KNOWN 8Y MY DAD AS |
"DAFT FILMS". GOP! How ( LONGED TD

' SEE ONE OF THOSE DAFT FILms!

L
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BUT USUALLY | GOT CAUGHT

WHAT 1IN Gob's
NAME ARE YOU
WATCHING Now ®

0 v

' : '

¢ ' )

¢ \ 0

0 )

'

) ' ’

] ) 9

) 0 b

] ' 0

' 0 '
< '
NN

=2 AN

MY PARENTS WERE DISGUSTEP BY MY INTEREST [N SO CALLED CULTURE,
T WoULP HAVE BEEN LESS SHAMEFUL |F THeY'D CAUGHT ME

| WATCHING A PORN FILM.

IPHoW DOES SUCH AN ANTI-CULTURAL ATMOSPHERE
DEVELOP? AND WHYZ HOW DO YOU CREATE FEAR OF

SOMETHING YOU DON'T EVEN REALLY UNDERSTAND &
AN UNREASONING FEAR..

OF SOMETHING MORE.

\

\

Y

\

A\

T —X
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WHEN WE WENT To THE LIBRARY
| wiTH SctooL, WE HAP TO STAY IN
THE CHILDREN'S SECTION, WHICH
WAS RIGHT BY THE ENTRANCE.

| | UseD To sTeaL GLIMPSES OF WHAT
THEY CALLED THE ADULT SECTION.
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IT WAS COMPLETELY DESERTED.

WHO WERE THEY FOR?

m )i i

A

| DIDN'T UNDERSTAND WHAT ALL THOSE BOOKS WERE FoR

I NEVER SAW A SINGLE PERSON THERE,
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YOU GREW OUT OF WHEN YOU BE

lTooK IT FOR GRANTED THAT THE BUSINESS OF READING BOOKS WAS SDMETH)NG
SUPPOSED TO GROW OUT OF PLAYING. , J

CAME AN ADULT, JUST AS YOU WERE
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DOWNSTAIRS IN THEJR DEN, DEEPLY

HER MOTHER WOULD BE S!TTIN
IJLABSORBED IN SoME Book.

|F WE LISTEN

To RECORDS

DOWN HERE 2 ‘
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TTRURNTITY )

|

AR

MADE A NEW FRIEND WHOSE NAME
WAS KARIN, | SOMETIMES WENT

HOME WITH HER AFTER ScHooL

IT WAS THE FIRST TME I'D SEEN AN
ADULT READ A BOOK IN THE WAY
| THOUGHT ONLY CHILDREN COULD,

WHEN | STARTED FOURTH GRADE
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" THE WALLS WERE ALMOST COMPLETELY COVERED IN BOOKSHELVES FILLED WITH BOOKS, JUST
LIKE THE ADULT SECTION AT THE LIBRARY, ONLY THIS TIME THERE WERE PEOPLE THERE ToD.

/

| /

7
== [
AL The Y P
SONGS ON OOQ
THIS ONE =
ARE S0000
BR‘LUANT" THE Tst AuBUM
Tk lj
= |
E’ l,/
%3
N = i
= =
THIS 1S WHAT
MY HOUSE 1S GOING
= VN To LOOK LIKE WHEN
=~ <\ % —_———
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NOwW THAT WE WERE A BIT OLPER, OUR CL"ASS SOMETIMES GOT TO TAKE
IN THE BIG C1v.

THE SAME BUILDING ALSO HOUSED THE COUNTY MUSEUM.TO GET To THE
CHILDRENS SECTION OF THE LIBRARY, WE HAD TO PAss THROUGH
THE EXHIBITION HALLS. |
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| OFTEN FOUND MYSELF FASCINATED BY
SOME PAINTING I'D SEEN.

0

i
W

8

/,,m” vesmem s,
( (///W% \l‘

IT WAS SOMETHING | DIDN’T UNDERSTAND, BUT LOVEPA THAT
| FEELING, | FELT FREE THERE.

—




To CATaH UP wiTH THE REST OF THE CLASS, | KNEW A shorreuT
THROUGH THE ADULT SEcTIoN OF THE LIBRARY.

THE ADULT SECTION WASN'T EMPTY HERE, THERE WERE LOADS OF
ADULTS SITTING THERE, READING OR STUDYING. THEY LOOKED FOR
BOOKS, OR ASKED THE LIBRARIANS FOR MHELP.
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THE AIR HERE WAS EASIER TO BREATHE. AND | WAS ABLE 70

CATCH A WHIFF OF SOMETHING DIFFERENT, SOMETHING MORE,

s
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TRICKY TEENS

| WAS A DIFFICULT TEENAGER, AT ANY RATE, THAT'S THE EASY
EXPLANATION FOR THE CLAUSTROPHOBIC VICIOUS CIRCLE THAT
STARTED UP WHEN | REACHED MY TEENS,

FOR 4 YEARS OR SO, THE SAME ScENE WAS PLAYED OUT
ALMOST EVERY DAY AT THE SUPPER TABLE.
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ot e e T L U [T e qqeirent O Uiy

A L NPT
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\ S S N\ llll’t"\\\\ \\ T~
THE LINES EACH PERSON SPOKE MIGHT VARY, BUT THE ESSENT/AL
DRAMA NEVER CHANGED. IT WENT LIKE THIS:

G
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| ENCOUNTER COMPACT SILENCE.

|\ TRY TO MAKE CONTACT
BY EXPRESSING AN OPINION OR

A FEELING.

WHY AM
| THE ONLY
ONE WHO
HELPS AROUND
 THE HOUSE®

| START TO GET DESPERATE AND
REITERATE MY PREVIOUS STATEMENT BUT
MAKE \T EVEN STRONGER THIS TIME .

MY DAD AND YOUNGER BROTHER LEAVE
THE KITCHEN. MUM GOES AND STANDS

BY THE SINK.

1 DO A

THOUSAND
TIMES MORE
THAN MARCYS!

| ATTACK MUM WITH EVEN
STRONGER WORDING THIS TIME.

q

aé\

] 2
TS SO | I'M SORRY! 2
UNFAl R / ONE WHO DOES
MoST HOUSEWORK

X OF ALLOF US.

| MUM_STARTS TO CRY,
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WE REPEATED THIS PROCEDURE, DAY
AFTER DAY, YEAR AFTER YEAR,

I'M SO

FED UP WITH
SCHOOL .

| WISH NOW I'D BEEN MATURE ENOVGH
T0 BREAK OUT OF THE CIRCLE, FOR EXAMPLE
AT THIS STAGE, BY FALLING SILENT

| INSTEAD oF ACTING OUT IN DESPERATION .

OUR
CHEMISTRY
TEACHER 1S
COMPLETELY
OF HER
HEAD!

| Wisy 1'D TRIED TALKING TO
OTHER PEOPLE INSTEAD OF TO

THOSE | HAPPENED TO LIWVE WITH,

BUT | WAS STUCK IN MY
WAYS AND 1 DIDN'T KNow
ANY BETTER.

'NO IDEA How MUCH
HOMEWORK | HAVE!

97

"How MANY TIMES DI1D | SAY
| WAS SORRY ¢

'M SORRY' g
] : ['VE GOT
LOADS To DO

T00, You KNOW.




BUT |F WE SAY IT HAPPENED
ON 250 OF THE YEAR'S 365 DAYS.

THE PROCEDURE WASN'T REPEATED
EVERY SINGLE DAY.

I'™M
JUST SO
MISERABLE!

| CAN'T
Do THIS
ANY MORE!

THIS IS WRERE IT WouLD HAVE BEEN
HANDY TO HAVE AN ADVULT IN THE PICTURE
WHO CouLD HAVE POINTED OUT THE
ABSURDITY OF THE SITUATION.

I'M SORRY: g
] You ALWAYS
sO ANGRY .

WITH ME?

BUT THERE WERE NO ADULTS IN MY FAMILY...
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HOWEVER STRANGE 1T MAY SEEM...

... EVERYONE GOT SOMETHING OUT
OF THIS EXHAUSTING DRAMA

I'™M
JUST SO
MISERABLE!

MY DAD AND BROTHER GOT TD ESCAPE .

You JusT
DON'T
UNDERSTAND'

BUT Now | REAUISE THAT SHE wAs
ACTUALLY LOOKING FOR CONSOLATION|
FoR SOMETHING ELSE, SOMETHING

THAT HAD NOTHING TO Do WiTH Mg

WHY DON'T You
EVER LISTEN TO

WHAT | SAY?Z.

WHY ARE

You ALwWAYS So
MEAN To ME?,

OF COURSE, | DION'T UNDERSTAND THIS AT THE TIME..

99



| PROVIDED HER WITH THE OPPORTUNITY SHE'D PROBABLY NEVER HAP To
SOB AWAY TO HER HEART'S CONTENT;
Il (SR

T T [

I i

| W(’

gl

b

AM [ SUcH A ,
TERRIBLE MOTHER:

| No, NO! YoU'RE THE BEST
“ I MUM IN THE WORLD! SORRY! |
| HAE THE FACT THAT SHE SUBJECTED ME TO THIS AGAIN AND AGAIN,

BUT AT THE SAME | NOW UNDERSTAND WHY SHE Do 170 AND SHE
HERSELF HAD NO IDEA THAT SHE WAS DOING /7.

THE SITUATION GENERATED MORE AND MORE DESTRUCTIVE THOUGHTS AND _
FEELINGS [NSIDE ME .

WHY AM 1
c EVERY-
SO MEAN - BoDY
HATES
: i O ME.
D
44
.6
~~
= EAS =
’: \«% EZ%IS*Z\:: '}%— \X
= — o A L =
7 . = R el
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!

/

D
BOUT HOW WE MIGHT

HARDEST TO PUT UP WITH, AND | MADE
MAKE CHANGES,

| WROTE DOWN MY FEELINGS
DESCRIBED THE THINGS | FOUN

SUGGESTIONS A

(. g P e
.[xa _ )
{0, - ]
= Byt
10 =/
~ « * %%

\ X
=

Y
/ \\.:\\ \\\ I

FINALLY, | DECIDED TOTRY GETTING
THROUGH TO THEM IN A DIFFERENT WAY,

\
\

=
S
Q¢
2
;
T
=
T %/,, = 1|3 \ -
/;////,//////% . DT
,/Zm. : - /
,,ﬂmw w ) A\ mm /
% ,///// mmm ; //%/ . %/ //
@7 { //fﬂ Lo g
- N 225 |e ) i
()
a3E] |- L
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PRETTY MUcH ANYTHING EXCEPT THIS, AT ANY RATE,

"I JUST CAN'T STAAAAND
THIS ANY MOOORE" Boo~
Hoo HOO, HA HA HA!

OH, THE
x 4 R DRAMA '
N HEEREE !
X S
N
x|
X X §
MY PARENTS STARTED TD GIGGLE 2 0
I'T\-\E\( MADE FUN OF ME AND RIDICULED WHAT I'D WRITTEN. ]
DN %AND LsTEN TO ThIS! )
~ O N Y. == '-
AR o —] , "You DON'T
KNOW WHAT
- T — \T's  LIKE,
o \@ QL@ FOR ME!
\ \ ML
PN /c>
7 N Al
(i \
, L HA-
@ @ ¥/ oon' HA'
* HUH . =
R =— .
PN ee==n =

{ FELT PANIC RISING WITHIN ME, IT WAS LIKE A NIGHTMARE THAT |
COULDN'T WAKE UP FROM, | KNEW WHAT IT WAS LIKE TO FEEL SHUT

ouT BY MY PARENTS, BUT I'D NEVER BEEN BULLIED LIKE THIS
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INTHE END, | JUST STOOD THERE AND SCREAMED,

_—
STOP! STOP! )i rre vac
. OP LISTEN TO ME, YOUNG LADY!
. YOUIRE THE ONE WHO SHouLD

STO P ’ ‘ stop! STOP THIS RIDICULOUS
. BEHAVIOUR, RIGHT NOW.
lIlII‘ llll"-.-.-
y ‘\‘

STAND FOR

THIS KIND OF
NONSENSE.

GIVE ME BACK MY LETTER!M

AFTER THAT, MY LIFE GOT EVEN MO
N MORE TWISTED AND DARK.. | DION’
WHAT HAD HAPPENED. | WASN'T EVEN SURE WHETHER MY &%NE;,EE;ACLEY \;/):ZERRSET:E ’

| FOLDED THE LETTER AN
b KE
IN THE FUTURE. PT IT. PERHAPS AS PPOOF | MIGHT NEED

103



AND SO T WENT ON.

ESCAPE

YoOu DOlN'T KNOW (7;\ \ .
WHAT IT'S LIKE \ , ‘ ‘
gEING AT LPPER I'M SORRY. :
SECOND ARY! 4 ]
/V | BED

104



| SHOULD HAVE REALISED THAT |
OUGHT TD SHUT UP At THIS POINT

EVER LISTENS
To ME!

WHY DID | GO ON, DAY AFTER DAY,
TRVING TO GET THROUGH TO

THESE PEOPLE?

| DESPERATELY WANTED TO
BE LOVED, LOVED, LOVED.

You DON'T
knOW HOW 1T

FEELS

| SHouLD HAVE SEALED MYSELF OFF
INTO MY OWN LITTLE WORLD, JUST
LIKE THE OTHERS.

WHY DIDN'T | JUST GIVE VUP?

EVER TRAOVGH T
WHAT IT'S LIKE
fOR ME?

| ,/
\ THOUGHT THIS WAS LOVE.




| COULD WRITE THINGS IN MY DjARY
THAT | WANTED TO TELL HER

MuM USED TO READ MY DIARY REGULARLY.

Z .u’l('.'!, \ ) W%\ Al
| ACTUALLY FOUND THIS QUITE T WAS MY ONLY WAY OF GETTING
PRACTICAL IN SOME WAYS. THROUGH TO HER.

| CovLp ALSo USE 1T AS A

| ALWAYS KNEW WHEN SHE'D READ
EXCUSE ToO START A ROW.

MY DIARY BECAUSE SHE OFTEN GAVE
HERSELF AWAY DURING OUR ROWS.

WHO'S BEEN
READING MY

e S"
\ W )
Wi
| JUST WANT
You ToO WEAR
CLOTHES WITHOVT
WoLES IN THEM

AT THE SAME TIME ( FELT so;ak.\( FOR HER

BECAUSE SHE WAS SO GUILELESS AND
STUPID THAT SHE DIDN'T REALISE THAT

SHE KEPT GIVING HERSELF AWAY BY
WHAT SHE SAID.

YOU'RE NOT
SUPPOSED TO RE/\'D
OTHER PEOPLES

DIARIES!

I'M SORRY. g ;
[
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MY REAL SECRETS DIDN'T FIND THEIR WAY [NTO MY DIARY

e Y ,fuzsm!ulum“mum ’ ;
” ry gt ‘{

» ,‘t;qal!‘,!mw

!

U

At
iR

{1l l |
i .‘\1"“?‘ “'["

| THEN LOCKED

UP IN A SECRET

LTSRNy
: NW ’ \\’é‘\\‘n‘\\\»

R I Z
l‘l M% ,‘(l ,}5} l
’i ?1 ' ‘\ N N'l "lf / ’
Iy ’{d\‘;'k‘ ' Z

|

& R \;\ N ;\ \\5 N S
AAniaR T s
WAS HIDDPEN

,.,WIT A SECRET LOCK...

... WHILE THE BOX WAS HIDDEN...
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THE VICI0US CIRCLE OF ROWS CONTINUED. | MADE ONE MORE ATTEMPT TD CHANGE THINGS
BY DECIDING TO MOVE OUT. THROUGK A FRIEND, | FOUND A ROOM TD RENT RIGHT NEAR

THE SchooL | WAS ATTENDING. [~
wmw mb\

LIKE A
guT 1T

' | IT'S MORE
{ﬂ o ’ ~ CUPBOARD,

WORKS.

| DID ALL THE MATHS..

-
s

5&%» - / A
. AND WITH A BIT OF FINANCI AL

SUPPoRT FROM MY PARENTS, |
RECKONED \ Could MAN AGE.

—
.SO | THINK IT WOULD BE BEST
FoR ALL OF US.

BT IF | COULD HAVE A LITTLE ROOM OF MY OWN IN TOWN....
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MY PARENTS WERE SILENT FOR_A _LONG TIME.

How DO YOU PLAN TO MANAGE
BE ABLE TO AFFORD A PHONE,

WHOLE TIME. AND WERE NOT PAYING

THIS FINANCIALLY S YpU WON'T
AND You TALK ON THE PHONE THE
YOUR PHONE BILLS, YoU KNOW.

q
AND WHAT
ABOUT THE
CARZ YOU WON'T

DO YoU REALISE HOW MUCH 1T

cosTS TO GET A PHONE ¢
@

AND Foob. DO YOU KNOW
st

HOW MUCH Fo0D COSTS ©
AND FURNITURE? \ £

DON'T THINK YoU CAN
COME HERE AND EAT
WITH US ANY TIME You
LIKE ONES YOU'VE
MOVED OUT.
WOW ARE YOU GOING TO GET
FURNITURES YOU CAN'T TAKE
ANYTHING FROM HERE, LET'S
BE CLEAR. ABOUT THAT.
" ALL THE FURNITURE INTHIS

WovsSE RBELONGS To US.
AND DO YoU KNOW HOW
HIGH ELECT RYCITY
giLLS CAN BE"

BE ABLE To BORROW

THE CAR WHENEVER
Ypu FEEL LIKE IT,
JUST So YOU KNow.

OF COURSE,
You Do AS You
PLEASE, BUT
DON'T COUNT
ON US HELPING
You ouT
WITH

ANYTHING.

I
>
<

ANYWAY, IT'S YoUR DECISI0N.
WE ¢AN'T STOP You, BUT
WE'RE NOT GOING TO HELP
You EITHER. STILL, YoU ALWAYS

SEEM Tp GET RY ON YOUR OWN,
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BROKEN FREE RIGHT THERE SO
UsgEp ALL THT ENERGY THAT |

HELPED ME GET BY ON MY

AND THIS 1S WHERE | MADE THE BIGGEST MISTAKE OF MY LIFE. RIGHT HERE 'S WHERE
| SHOULD HAVE TAKEN My CHANCE TO CUT FREE FROM THE TWD OF THEM | SHouLD
HAVE TRUSTED IN MY OWN ABILITIES, MY OWN STRENGTH AND WILLPOWER, AND
THAT | COULD START TO GROW UPp. | couLD HAVE
PUT INTD THE ROWS, THE COMFORTING AND THE ANXIETY

ATTACKS TO GET A WEEKEND JOB THAT WOULD HAVE

OWN. | COULD HAVE MANAGED T, 4
!
| BUT | GOT SCARED.
I NO, ['LL NEVER BE ABLE T0 DO- 1T [
| HADN'T EVEN THOUGHT OF THE B P~
ELECTRICITY BILL, AND WHERE 8
2 w
would \ GET FURNITURE € {‘Z"”’ 53 ‘;\?g
ST 22 1
O N, I'LL NEVER IS
O BE ABLE To S\ 228
MANAGE 3
1.0 T —J% | -
% x 44 1
X ) i
* .
X - I
k K x . \ ' _'__1/\:
x x ¥ — -
%

SO | STAYED PUT FOR. THE SAKE
OF FINANCIAL SECURITY.
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AND SO THE CYCLE CONTINUED.

iT'S NoT

FAIR THAT |
SHouLP HAVE TO
PAY FOR PETROL

FOR THE CAR.

ALL THISE ENDLESS ARGU

‘ ' MENTS

WE WOULDN'T HAVE HAD, DRN ATTHAT
LEAST NOT AS OFTEN.

IF You'D
Just HELP ME
WiTh THE RENT FOR
A ROOM IN TowN, |
WOULDN'T NEED TO

BORROW THE
CAR.

Eve RV BODY
ELSE'S PARENTS
HELP THEM wiTH
STUFF LIKE THAT!

111

SINCE THEN |I'VE : ‘

THOUGHT A Lo
ABWUT WHY THEY DIPN'T Jus‘lr._o-r
HELP ME TO MOVE OuUT.

BUT WHO WOuLD HAVE

\ A
PLACE IF I'D MOVED J#é%%m
WAVE BEEN LEFT IN THE ROOM? b

WHEN | FINALLY MOVED OUT A FEW -

YEARS LATER MUM MET AN

Ew MA
TooK ON MY ROLE. SHE owoRceoNpM 0
AND MOVED IN WITH HIM. |

IS IT SO
TERRIBLE,
LvinNG At HOME
WITH US?




AND IN SOME WAYS, MY HOME LIFE WITH
MY PARENTS WASN'T THAT BAD. | SAW

FOR EXAMPLE, HOW SOME OF MY FRIENDS
HAD TO SMUGGLE L1QUOR AND CIGARETTES
INTO THEIR OWN HOUSES.

I iioe THE BAG!
HIDE THE BAG!
DAD'S COMING'

WE CAN TAKE ‘
E LIQUOR BACK

TO MY HOUSE)
IF YOU WANT.

7,
77
7
/
w1
i

(N MUcH THE SAME WAY AS My MUM
READ MY DIARY "BEHIND MY Back', |

WOULD SNEAK AlcoHoL FROM MY
PARENT'S DRINKS CABINET BEHIND

LTHEY NEVER SAID ANYTHING.

THEIRS. ™
! f DR

,,,,,,
'''''''''
.....

""""

7
R
J

Am“ 5/»/
THEY MUST HAVE NOTICED HOW BoTTLES
OF WINE JUST DISAPPEARED RBUT

—

| CouLD LIGHT UP A CIGARETTE IN
FRONT OF MY MOTHER'S NOSE.

R

-

= ! H

HE DIDN"): SAY ANYTHING.

DOES YOUR. OH, | DON'T KNOW. T

s

I'D NEVER DARE TO
LiGHT UP IN FRONT OF
MY MOTHER LIKE THAT!
SHE'D GO CRAZY' YOUR

MUM'S So cooL'!
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| DON'T KNOW WHETHER T WAS
THEIR FEAR OF CONFLICT OR A
GENUINE LACK OF INTEREST IN MY

HEALTH THAT LED THEM NOT TO

| SUPPOSE LIQUOR TURNED ME INTO
A NORMAL TEENAGER IN THEIR EYES,
AGER JUST LIKE ANY OTHER.

OH DEAR!
LOOKS LIKE
SOMEONE

HAD A LITTLE
Too MUch

To DRINK
TONIGHT,

LIQUOR. TURNED ME INTD SOMETHING

THEY UNDERSTOOD.
AND COULD COPE WITH.

WHO HASN'T HAD A FEW

\Sok, THESE THINGS HAPPEN TO EVERYONE

Too MANY IN THEIR DAY?

o e S

. ) _ 5
% @J@ . ° @J@ :?.’.
.e®
4 &)
¥
=
| X
l(il -
TS A GooD N WHAT | MEAN IS, IT'S GoOD
THING YOU COME YoU CoME HOME, SO YOU'RE NOT
HOME WHEN LYING IN A DITcH SOMEWHERE,
\foURE DRUE. NOT DARING TO COME HOME
jﬁr’ BECAUSE YOU'RE DRUNK.
K ¥ -

MUM AND DAD NEVER WORRIED ABoUT ME, EVEN IF | DRANK MYSELF
UNCONSC 10US. BI2ARRELY, IT SEEMED TO MAKE THEM FEEL MORE SECURE.
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oNcE WHEN | WAS OVER AT KARIN'S PLACC, LISTENING TO MUSIC..

J I (1R l‘ k=T Ty ”“”};H\Ml TR skt ,Mr rnH\ ,{j
Laliilll, / | , \\ / %“ =

|
s — O 40

2%

T , = AP
L ) - J
Al } /l 7 E

I = / ’ =
s — =

- ms e

| EIN
i N\
\ il

"' .l o ': ...
"' 1l 4. ‘ A |\ I i
L ], |
. | 1111 } { ” ’ m I I||l M ‘ ——— u“
\ \ 1141 .L 4H| /S ] 'IM
S STARTED TO CRY FOR NO REASDN | COULDN'T STOP. 17T WAS AS IF

EW”’ I'D SPRUNG A LEAK
L}!

-’Hﬂiif.‘l

///// f’ ”
}H n
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KARIN'S MOTHER CAME DOWNSTAIRS. [kl

I

/ il
B, =
/, i | v)/ / ( Z/ BUL)UU}/)UUU\

’ )
wHAT HapPENED? Il Al ®) & i U AU

©
N\
| DON'T ==
KNOW'! SHE
% JuST STARTED =\
TD CRY! /
— W=
BUT SWEETHEART, WHAT IS IT¢ 4 KARIN'S MuM PHm,\,/'E MY MUM.
hEh! N . \\S%F‘: §\\§1}%pw JENNY S VERY W == l ]
=R INY Ah W | NSYEL UPSET, SHE O, . ,
i) WON'T TELL ' ’ ’
""”‘ ME WHAT'S g ’ ﬁ
‘ S WRONG.

e e

| COULDN'T SAY ANYTHING . 1 i -
DIDN'T KNOW WHAT WAS WRONG.
| JUST COULDN'T STOP.

REALITY CAUGHT UP WITH ME.
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| REALISED HOW INAPPROPRIATELY
'D ACTED.

| ;ffififf”’b | ’}‘%’7
2

mu\”t
il o],
i

—_ e —

!‘
|

\
t

£
X

i
P 1
Ay \II
@‘J

' NO No! ['VE
: GoT MY BIKE'

,Xﬁn%JQ{dﬂw

i

A
PEARA

G
UERN
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| DION'T START AN ARGUMENT AT THE SUPPER TABLE THATV EVENING, |
KNEW \'D ALREADY DONE ENOUGH DAMAGE.

BLUBBERING AT THE SINK,. !

|

*\vmvaeu MY BROTHER. AND MY DAD LEFT THE ROOM, MY MUM STARTED

T e

T e

i

Hl

|

Ll

—
F——x=

|

|

"

Il

/

!

SRR S——

L
l\\\\\"n\

|
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%0
§ X
m

i Mg

s

HOW Do You THINK |T FEELS WHEN YourR
. FRIEND'S MOTHER RINGS up AND TELLS
\ ME SOMETHING LIKE TH(S 22 WHAT DO You

B SuppoSE KARIN'S MOTHER THINKS OF ME il
; NOW22 DON'T YOU UNDERSTAND WHAT

S \T FEELS LIKE FOR ME? 2\

:—;i—::_; — gk - >F

YES, \ DID UNDERSA p' I'dD BE -
: EN 5O ;
THOUGHT HOW | MIGHT MAKE MY SELFISH! | JUST HAON'T

| MW A WsI B WHMW( i ’W]

z,L
=

=

=

I'LL TRY TO
pULL MYSELF

N0, NO. NO' YoURE f'ua" i
WoRLD'S BEST MU " A TOGETHER. \

Muuﬂ'm"

I
\ PROMISE, X 4@-




BUT | NEVER SUCCEEDED
N KEEPING MY PROMISE.

FAIR THAT |
HAVE SO MANY

CHORES AT

DON'T HAVE
HoMEWORK TO
po IN THE
EVENINGS AND
AT WEEKENDS!

WE HAVE HOMEWORK. W&
o DO EVERY DAY!
AND AT LEAST TwO

TESTS EVERY WEEK 4

/v
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WHEN | WAS 9, ]
MANAGED TO GRADUATE.
S0 Now 1D FINALLY
BE ABLE TO MOVE
OUT. | WAS GOING

To START STUDYING
IN THE BIG CI1TY,
4poo KM AWAY FROM
MY CHILDHOOD HOME.

THROUGH AN AD IN
L [| THE LoCAL NEWSPAPER,
| 1 I'D GoT MISELF A

— “ \ \ H SUBLEASE CONTRACT
| , ON A SMALL FURNISHED

; / //////‘/"‘\i\\\\\ APARTMENT. | COULD

hY / }/[\ \ \‘\\\\ JUST MANAGE IT ON
\\

\,.

/
il T
//,/,/,_/}/‘ll\\\\\\ MY STUDENT GRAN

I :: .:.‘-:‘ . 'rila\m/\T[L‘.H’“.L(.‘.‘:(E‘Y 1 |F | KEPT TO A
. :.. ..-. :‘ "::.: ::‘.0 :n-. N .:. °.:.'-E; STRICT BUDGET
* « %K t:.: :..‘ :'Q._:.:.\‘E ' J

| GoT To ;l

BORROW | =
MUMS CAR. ;
AND T0OK W ceed o N :,'::'o 4 .‘"f;f:'{".‘-.:;'.;'

AL MY SRR

STFF WITH 3 -

ME IN ONE Mev e v % e % .

L
TE' P ‘0'.. [ Y M
Oubte by o 8.0

&5::.‘:.‘ o ':’.
vo® O SV TS v gt S oe % .} »
R AR R

'» [

SrAS AN TR
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| HAD SKH  WGH EXPECT ATIONS! | THOUSHT 1T WOULD BE FANTASTIC
NOW THAT | FINALLY HAD A PLACE OF MY OWN.

M | Il

i J/ i {g

|

| |
i |
il | .
1 [ l ‘ } ) il / ’/}/{)‘!\\ \\\\
H j l/ i ! l\‘\\\\\\\\\\
| //('l‘{ \\\ \\\ /
” ,/',/ /f{;/l,?}\ ‘\\\‘\\\\\\\\ '
o] '%}.e U L .._‘..:c::.o.:':.f_}‘i.:: .§ N\/
L U e B
S R S SR oo

BUT THE FANTASTIC FEELING NEVER MATERIALISED. ANXIETY HAD GROWN DECP
ROoTS INSIDE ME AFTER ALL THESE YEARS, AND | WAS UNABLE To GET ON

WITH LIVING MY LIFE. I ’ |
AL LRI
g \ fih \ hv H

H\
{w




INSTEAD, | DRANK.. WHEN | WAS ME.. AN Z ’
AT VHO E... N ?’ /,7'\\

T VG Ly A
N m

o

A YOU COULD STILL
S\ SMOKE IN BARS

| LIVED 5 MINUTES AWAY FROM THE COUNTY LIBRARY AND THE EXH/BITION
HALLS THAT HAD BEEN SO [MPORTANT TO ME BETWEEN FOURTH AND NINTH
GRADE . BUT NOW IT WAS AS lF [ DIDN'T' DARE GO THERE

AY MORE.

T S )'\\ 1” M‘

l‘ n
et ) \
i mnmmmu NmmuMﬂ E‘ __**‘ H r”;
I L TR L ~—>=
U E e M T A
~Q (""Xxl“h‘.'llﬂﬂ ,uuM
{—— %-

I
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| LIVED [N TRAT APARTMENT FOR 2 YEARS. IN ALL THAT TIME, MY

DAD CAME TO VISIT ONCE AND MY MUM CAME TWICE. THE FIRST
TIME THEY CAME TDGETHER.

|

1

|
|

)

|

)

1}‘

|

!
l

J

T
A

l,!\

\

\

o\

—

)

(

|

@@f

\

(o] \ t'}‘.
™ . » e, ¢ (]
R : ¥ f A ety
R o / e IR
A=) ‘ \ ST
» > 88 W ' ' ' 5 (™ a" ;\.0
TR ' ‘ 3 R a
°-°“Q. T \w :.;:. "‘:3:3»:‘.;:;:,
;: % . ‘: E::g;‘?; .;g'z!g:}:..-‘.
2/ E 3=
R S SRR

| WAS SO NERVOUS | FORGOT TO COUNT THE SCOOPS WHEN | MADE
THE COFFEE.

HE NEVER CAME BACK AGAIN.

l (T

THE COFFEE | MADE WASN'T STRONG ENOUGH

W | mﬂ il
(===l ] e
==l
|
17 (
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THE SECOND AND LAST TIME
MY MUM CAME TO VISIT, SHE
BROUGHT ME SOMETHING THAT I

NOW SEE WAS A FAREWELL

YOU'RE SUcit A CLEVER GIR\. AND
You'VE NEVER NEEDED TO ASK ME
AROUT ANYTHING YOL'VE ALWAYS
DONE EVERYTHING ON YOUR OWN
I'VE NEVER HAD TD '

PRESENT. WORRY ABOUT YOU!
\ | WANT {l
You TO
HAVE TRIS.
I SIS
S
- N\
YoulVE NEVER,
NEEDED ME!
T/
SHE WANTED TO FEEL SURE THAT
I THE DECISION SHE WAS ABouT TO
MAKE WAS THE RIGHT ONE.
WE'VE NEYﬁR REALLY NEEI?ED EM,“ QTHER. SHE DIDN'T TELL ME WHAT HER

1
WLM\H‘J ]K }

MM | SECRET WAS. BUT EVEN THOUGH
SHE PRETENDED OTHERWISE, SHE
L | | MysT HAVE REALISED EVEN THEN

| | THAT HER DECISION WOULP SPELL
THE END OF OUR RELAT/ONSHIP,

STILL, ON THIS OCCASION, ) WAS
JUST GLAD TO SEE HER SO HAPPY.
T SEEMED THAT THE FACT THAT

I'D NEVER. SEEN HER 3D
HAPPY BEFORE.

SHE NO LONGER HAD TO LIVE WITH
] | _ME _HAD DONE HER GOOD.
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| I
MY NEW CLASSMATES, WHO HAD ALSD JUST MOVED OUT, WERE ALWAYS
TALKING ABOUT HOW DIFFICULT OR "BRILLIANT™ IT WAS WHEN THEIR

MUMS CAME ToO VISIT THEM.

.. AND MY MUM CAME
BY ON SUNDAY
MORN NG WHEN 1

WAS LYING THERE
LKE A BEACHED®
WHALE...!

LUCKY You' SHE PROBARBLY 2

TIDIED THE PLACE UP For You! )\ B
I /‘ @E
A BA YEaH! THATS TRUE. 4 n =

= s
MY MUM BRINGS ME LUNCHBOXES
AND PUTS THEM IN THE FREEZER
EVERY SUNDAY'

Fh el =BT
MY MuM <OMES BY AND DOES THE LAUNDRY EVERY
TWO WEEKS! SHE DOESN'T THINK ] CAN DO 1T MYSELE
,' % EVEN THOUGH 1'M 20 YEARS oLp! StiLL, I'M NoT

N

N\ COMPLAINING! SHE DOES THE VACLUMING Too!

[SOMETMES TWex TALKED ABOUT GoOING HOME To VISIT THEIR PARENTS |

JUST FOR A BREAK. j

~
- TOMORRoW 1'M GOING TO
~YB\| PACK ALL MY DIRTY Y
‘5 @f’ WASHING AND 60 HOME
AN ‘ AND LIE ON THE SOFA
Ny =7 L AT MY MuM AND DADS %
‘ PLACE AND JUST STAY | /2

3

§
3
N
§
N

THERE ALL WEEKEND.
‘“'”W AND HAVE MY MEALS
COUKED AND SERVED.

YEAH! IT'S
BRILLIANT JUST
T6 DO THAT
SOMETIMES
5’"'“ BT y
B &

YEAH, \T'S GREAT TDO

\\

_ (I

/A

= HAVE SOMEONE TO LOOK ?
// % AFTER You A BIT! a

\'T SOUNDED LIKE THE MOST NATURAL THING IN THE WORLD,
LSO CoSY AND NORMAL AND SAFE.
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P

S0 | THOUGHT I'P QIWVE IT A
TRY MYSELF.

l

W1 | WAS THINKING
OF COMING HOME
ToR THE WEEKEND'

ERM, 1S THAT ||
ALRIGHT ¢

YES, WELL, |
OSE THAT'S
ALRIGHT:

ER, NO... |
JUST THOUGHT
'D COME BY
FOR A VISIT.

I

| HOPE THAT IT WOULD BE DIFFERENT
NOW THAT | NO LONGER LIVED AT

HOME, Now THAT 1 WAS NO LONGER
THE DIFFICULT TEENAGE DAUGHTER.

y

o\l

[
| “M\h\illljﬂl
R

ER, NO..

. ' WHAT ARE YOUL
DOING HERE?

9 L”\“\\ !
T
‘W‘ ,. \‘lm;”

\ I
W 1

WHERE ARE

MUM AND
MARCvS?

Il
COME TO
BORROW THE CAR?

GooD, oS
USING IT FOR AN
OUTING IN THE
IIIN_WobDS TODAY.

- s

—[TT

1

NO IDEA.

'™

WHO KNOWSC THEY MIGHT EVEN
#HAVE MISSED ME. _
| — I
- ”w L] uuvm}w ;; -
E =
=l ==
= N [ ——
=l i =—
=l ==
—— | || ] I —

;,.:';’;‘;'{{Z -:-’:,"-.a \

A 5

’;':{:’.‘..:.'f.-’ ’:,«’.":_:
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THEY BARELY SEEMED TD NOTICE | WAS THERE. NOBODY WAS PLEASED

To SEE ME, OR SAD, FOR THAT MATTER., THERE WAS NOTHING
SPECIAL ABOUT T AT ALL. AND WHY WOULD TRERE BE, REALLY?

T T TR RN
L 4]/ ooes anveeoy - ) N\
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THEN 1T WAS MONDAY AGAIN.
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|

10
Iy

/’/////

(

I

T r———
—

=
% " L]
\\'\,f-; - ::3 ~
> ¢
P \:;i
A\ N e SO LY
ey “ L
‘. ’..a .\ H%
- :,\ [y [
S Lt o dves 25
I Czy _
B ‘ \613 I %"
F ’_

127




- _

\W!SH THAT A GUARDIAN ANGEL HAD APPEARED AT THIS PO’NTJVOR PERHAPS JUST AN
ORDINARY HUMAN BEING, SOMEONE WHO
'MIGHT HAVE SHOWN A BIT OF CONCERN

ABOUT ME, SOMEONE WHo MIGHT HAVE

TOLD ME, FOR EXAMPLE, THAT THERE g
WAS NoTHIMG WKOMG WITH ME AND /)
EVERYTHIN G WRONG WITH THE
CIRCUMSTANCES SURROVNDING ME.

|

BUT GUARDIAN ANGELS DON'T EXIST.

IW

i

/////,éﬁf{' 1 \\
, /////%/ \ \\\ \

NOR DO ORDINARY HUMAN BElNGS APPAREN TLY. \
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‘THE FIRST TIME

WHEN | WAS 20, t SLEPT wrrH-’
A GUY,

WHEN WE WERE DONE, HE SAID IT

i

GoD, | LoVE You.

“

\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\mmumI/I’ 7""W
/ .

-

|

| DON'T MEAN 1T
TIME I'D EVER SLEPT WITH ANYONE. I
SLEPT WITH 5 oR & PEOPLE BEFORE HIM.

WAS THE FIRST‘ZF
D

s —
SSPRIRRI AR

E————
=S

e
S
=

BUT IT WAS THE FIRST TIME ANYONE |
HAD EVER SAID THE WORDS "/ Love
You' To ME.




ﬁﬂHS TOOK ON RIDIcvLOUS PROPORTIONS
FOR ME. IT WAS AS IF MY WHoLE

WDRLP HhD BEEN TURNED UPSIDE POWN.

1 L6VE You

I

ne LOVES we!
He SAID so!

\ | Love You'

I'D WAITEP 20 YEARS FoOR SOMEONE .. AND Now 1I'D FINALLY MET
To LoVE ME... HIM, THE CHOSEN ONE.

R I
J i\

<V

[ LOVE You’ “OQ \ (i

Lw WAS THE ONE WHD | [ue wves me. g‘.‘(ﬁ'!””””//”//////

/////
{
[V
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HE LoVED ME,
BAND,
BEARNAISE SAUCE.
EVEN HIS DAD

lTHE TIWING WAS THAT HE WAS JUST A GUuY WHoO LOVED MOST THINGS

HE LovED HIS MUM, HE LOVED HIS SISTER, HE LovED HIS
HE LOVED HIS RECORD ColLEcTiOoN, HE LOVED KEBAB-PIZZA W IT#

HE EVEN LOVED H)S JOB, AND SOMETIME.S’

DO YOU REALLY

LOVE ME?

Black hile @j
[ sun... A Ry

OF (PURSE \T ALL CAME To A BAD END JUST A FEw WEEKS LATER,

| wiua1®% How CAN

SAID THAT... YoU
LOVE Mg
|

'y

i /
q Ll
nb _,

\T BE OVER %22 YoU

Iy (77

//////J

THOSE

I

So You DIDN'T
MEAN IT¢

m

Il

Il

BUT..
JUST ONE OF

You SAY..

// /
J@

_THATS

=

THINGS

| \
VES, SURE, BUT
NOT LIKE...

V How CAN You Do THIS To ME?Z
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\ WAS QUTTED
HE DOESN'T Love ME. Py
® ®

NoBoDY LOVES

IN MOST CASES, WHEN SOMEBODY FEELS THIS WAY, AFTER A BREAK-UP
wiTH A BOYFRIEND OR SOMETHING, ITS NoT REALLY TRUE, IT'S JUST
A FEELING. BUT IN MY CASE, SADLY, IT WAS A FACT

FOR WME, THE SITVATION IS K:‘No OF

[cenEraLLY, pEOPLE 1N THIS KIND OF
REVERSED.

SITUATION HAVE SOMETHING TO
FALL BACK ON. |

WE'LL ALWAYS
BE HERE,
BuT WHEN
THINGS ARE
RovGH FOR
You, WE
WON'T BE
ABLE TO
HeLp You.
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WITH NOTHING TO FALL BACk ON,
THERE WAS NOTHING To Do BuT

CLING ON. [ LOVE YOU

WHAT DD
Nou WANT
ME TO DO TO
MAKE EVERY-
THNG ALL

RIGHT AGAINC

I rWHAT THE FUCK?® YOU CAN'T JusT COME

1 HAVE TO GO

B N

N |
T
S
R .
H
* .
'
P
:

OF THE NIGHT!

ROJND IN THE MIDDLE
THE MORNING!

TO WORK IN

il

.. | STARTED A DESPERATE SEARCH
FOR SOMEONE NEW TO SAY THE

AND AROUND ..
Y

)

| BEGAN SLEEPING AROUND, AND
| _4RouND, AND  AROUND.

AND AROUND

-
-

Jnl (| |

ERE WAS A CHANCE,.,

— —
- — e

1l

[

|
l FOR FUCK'S SAKE

!
| ’MlnlﬂINMlllllll\llnu‘.f.'!!.um

ﬂ...umlll“"""”ﬁ

b |
““""“”“““Um ”

... THEN ThHey douLp PO WHATEVER
They LIKED wiTH ME,
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| WAS IN A VERY DARK PACE, AND THEN SOMETHING HAPPENED
THAT MADE THIS PLACE €VEN DARKER.

1

' I

— T

. ——— s

e —

| WAS IN THE PROCESS OF MOVING APARTMENTS AND HAD To STAY AT
MY PARENTS’ HOUSE FOR A FEW DAYS.

MUM CAME AND SAT DOWN BESIDE ME AT THE KITcHEN TABLE, THIS
IN ITSELF WAS A REMARKABLE EVENT. THEN SHE Toz.p ME.

“ m!mlmnmumm |

ML m;

|

‘,ﬂﬂ " =

NO, NO. THERE'S No WAY I'M EVER TELLING WHAT SHE SAID. I'VE DONE
THAT SO MANY TIMES ALREADY AND NOBODY EVER BELIEVES ME. WHAT
SHE ToLD ME WAS UNBELIEVABLE, IT WAS ALMOST IMPOSSIBLE TO
UNDERSTAND, SO ['M KEEPING IT TO MYSELF, TO Attow THIS STORY

TO RETAN SoMe CREDIBILITY. ¢
)
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' THE ONLY THING [ Covtp THINK

DOES SHE REALLY HATE

12 /!) L
-/ W

A RUGE CHASM OPENED UV N FRONT OF €

, T
P 1 ED.
i




1 STo0D AT THE EDGE . | SAID
SOMETHING. I THINIK IT WAS:

THEN  You'LL HAVE
““ TO CHDOSE BETWEEN HA HA HA tf
HM AND ME. DON'T BE L
. SILLY, YOU CAN'F
- | SAY THINGS  E= 3 x =
/m—' l' f} .\ Like THAT!
Twm 1 i
' f , ‘ X .. SO PERHAPS |

i | DIDN'T REALLY X

» ) ~ SAY THAT.

,’—_—__
il
IT afl

/

P /3 H 1
it i, a
{ "I!( i 1
1 , 4
. | ‘ n b / 4% H £ 1 s
' | » ‘{!i 1 \/ ! //‘/‘ t E .l he P
‘ ! A N/ ' | / 7 i
"\1‘ 2 T | B
= . ] . e
? /"' 1’ ) v ““l | 1 !
[ i, HE— L N ! A t
2. | R ' = o ¥ " L P ' ' '
\l I Ci 2 L ) ~ TR __.‘;i%%_‘:ss._‘ '

THEN SHE LEFT THE ROOM. SHE'D SAID HER PIECE...
1 13

|
|
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AND | DIVED RIGHT IN,
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MY DE,STRUCTIVENfS.S ESCALATED ICLEARLY DIDN'T DESERVE ANY BET’)'ER THAN

TR

;';"c

—_——CRON T —
ety
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| ALLOWED MYSELE TO0 BE SUBJECTED T6 ABUSE AFTER ABUSE.
AND | APOLOGISED THE WHOLE TIME.

| l |
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/7

7

TH1S WouLD RE A GooD PLACE TO

TAKE A BREAK FOR A WHILE.

/
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"TRIALS AND

THERE FolLlow A COoUPLE OF YEARS OF THE AlL Too FAMILIAR

IN TROLBLE", TO GET SOME I1DEA OF

CouLP GO AND SEE ANY Film M

TRIBULATIONS OF A YOUNG WOMAN

s

ADE RBY ANY
IN  VOGUE.,

" WHO ARE CURRENTLY

WHAT WENT ON, You
"GENIUS MALE DIRECTORS

OF THE

un Jilm de
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ONE QUESTION I'VE BEEN ASKED MORE THAN ONCE IS: Do Yovu THINK YOU'VE

SUFFERED MORE THAN
OTHER WOMEN?

NO, NO. | THINK
OTHER PEOPLE HAS
SUFFERED JusST AS MUCH
s AS ME. THE ONLY

DIFFERENCE IS THAT
I'M WILLING TO TALK

i =T

TRUE, MOST PEOPLE HAVE BEEN TREATED BAPLY AT SOME TIME OR OTHER, BUT
MoST PEOFLE ASO RAVE LIMITS TO HOW MUCH THEY'RE PREPARED To TAI<5
MoST PEOPLE HAVE A BASIC SELF —ESTEEM A VOICE THAT SAYS:STOP! | WON'T BE TREATED

THIS wAY!

i

nmmuu ummnmnmmm\mmfn’i

BUT | HAD NOTHING. I'D NEVER LEARNT ABOUT LIMITS, AND SO0 I HAD NoO IDEA
How MUCH | SHOULD BE PREPARED To PUT UP WITH N ORDER T BE LoVED,
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¥
IT TURNED OUT, HOWEVER, THAT EVEN | HAD LIMITS OF A KIND, ONE MAN
| LIVED WITH ONCE GOoT sO0 ANGRY THAT HE BIT THE SKIN OFF

THE KNUCKLES OF MY RIGHT HAND. //

= l =

AND AS | SAT THERE, WITH MY HAND BLEEDING PROFUSELY, OPPOSITE
A MAN WHO WAS CHEwNG BITS OF MY SKIN THAT HAD CAUGHT IN HIS TEETH,

SOMETHING INSIDE ME FINALLY SAID: STOP,

1 17'S NoT OK To BE TREATED | |

LIKE THIS, | SHOULPN'T
HAVE TO PUT UP WITH
BEING EATEN ALIVE.

I'D REACHED MY LOWEST POINT
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MY LoNG CLIMB OVT OF THAT DARK PIT HAD BEGUN.
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- |SOLATION

ONE OF THE MANY PSYCHOLOGISTS 1'VE BEEN TO OVER THE YEARS ONce
ASKED ME To DRAW A GRAPH THAT woutb REPRESENT My LIFE

VlF THE VERTICAL AXIS SHowS How Goop YoU
FEEL AND THE HORIZoNTAL ONE REPRESENTS

THE YEARS OF YOUR LIFE.
N L. é&
1]
HI ‘ H”; | / WELL.,. UHM...
<N i
(.. FoR ME \T'S AlwAYs BEEN UP AND DowN.

CHRIST, How | LIVED.
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IT WOULLD BE CLOSER TO THE TRUTH TO SAY THIS : ASSUMING MY MooD WAS NEUTRAL
WHEN | WAS BORN, THINGS WENT DOWN Slowdly FRomM THERE. BY THE TIME ; WAS

22 1 HAD H'T ROCK BoTTOM.

grea t

gobC{ WL

bad

terrible_ | ' . ; .
o) 10 20 30 40
| HAVE SINCE HAD To CLAMBER MY WAY BACKK UP FoR ABOUT AS LoNG AS IT

TooK ME To GET To THE BottoM, | AM NOW 40, 1ReEckKoN 'Lt HAVE
iREAcHF.D A LEVEL THAT (S ABoVE ok B8Y THE TIME I'M 4y,

|
So FAR, I'VE NEVER KNOW WHAT TS LIKE To FEEL GOpD. THIS
MAY SouND TRAGIC, BUT To ME, IT ACIVALLY FEELS HOPEFUL. I BELIEVE

THAT THE GRAPH WiLL KEEP MOVING UPWARDS, ACRDING TO MY
CALCULATIONS, ( SHouLD HAVE REACHED MY PEAK AT THE AGE OF é6.

TOouCH WooD
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rTHE FOLLowING EPISODE TAKES PLACE SOMEWMWERE AROUWD HERE ON THE TIMELINE . |

l‘THlNGS WERE NOT BRILLIANT BUT 1D WORKED MY WAY THROUGH THE WORST OF ]
IT, THE DREADFUL NINETIES WERE OVER AND | FELT AS IF | WAS oN
RELATIVELY FIRM GROUND. AFTER HAVING MDVED AROUND FRom ONE ADDRESS
10 ANOTHER. FOR 10 YEARS, | FINALLY HAD AN APARTMENT OF My owA.

i 1 AN GET
Il 4P BETTER WERE.

T T T ] , l(wmmmu ] ;
|

i

L

i
I I
Ny i

W
'''''
W

N L
i

| MADE 1W0 IMPORTANT DECISIoNS: 1 TO GIVE UP ALcoHoL

2.T0 GVE UP SEX. WITHoWT EXERTING TDO MucH BRAINPOWER, 1D
REALISED THAT THESE WERE THE TwWO THINGS THAT HAD MADE ME
MoST DESTRUCTIVE, THE THINGS I'D USEP AS 4 FoRM OF
MANES‘THETIC‘, AS WELL AS SELF - HARM .,
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BUT THESE TwWoO DECISIONS ALSO LED THERE WAS A PART OF ME THAT

ME TO ISOLATE MYSELF COMPLETELY ENJOYED THIS ISOLATION. 1 READ,
| HAD NO SociAL CONTACTS UNLESS | WENT TO MOVIES, | WATCHED TV.
EITHER ALcoHoL aR S‘Ex WERE INVOLVED. | WENT FOOD SHOPPING, ! COOKED,

%M

——
WL

ll

| ATE., | FOCUSED ON MY LONELY
INDEPENDENT JOB, WHIcH 1 LoVED,

Xl

c——o
= )

—— = ””"‘" H““ ?;

| LISTENED TO MUSIC, | LISTENED To MYSELF., | WENT FbR LONG
WALKS. EVERY DAY | PASSED A CEMETERY AND FELT HAPPY THAT |
WASN'T ONE OF THE MANY _
PEOPLE LYING There. IR 'Q‘\ e el oty ATy ““’ "'ff“’"'}w
[P A wn al'.sn‘*""ﬁ ‘"""5”#4#"“ '“\'.."""".’ffé ’}! '"“""fn?‘ hit i
Il '/lh\ 74 “ g g ymh‘
\N M iR i
-ﬂi‘w \\ i y L T8 g i (
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I LIKED GETTING THROUGH EACH DAY BUT SOME NIGHTS WERE JUST Too AWFUL.
WITH THE HELP OF MY ROVUTINES, |
ENJOYED QUIET EVENINGS AT HOME

AND HANGOVER-FREE SUNDAYS.
] | { ! | )

THE LONELINESS ENGULLFED ME,

THIS TO_ 4
MYSELF &°

D 5 \ "»,‘.‘,.

|
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SOMETIMES, WHEN | WAS FEELING GooD, ONCE ) WENT TO SEE Him. !
| CALLED MY DAD. JuST To KEEP WANTED EVERYTHING To BE

1N TovcH, 1+ WAS ™Y RESPONSIBILITY NoRMAL BETWEEN VS

/ | YES, )
/ EVERYTHING, L
IS FINE.

| _///

| WANTED To BE A PERSoN WHD
HAS CONTACT WITH HER PARENTS.

BUT THAT EVENING (| HAD A CRVYING FIT AT THAT BLOODY K)TCHEN
TABLE. \ JUST COUVLDN'T HELP IT.
—

p— " = PSN—

T — [
3= = D i\ {
44 |4 ////// M /' I T \\-\\\\\ \\ N ‘\’_"."“
> 8 /////%// \\\\\\\\ \ /EXPKESS' N
Z | / /// /] ) = k \

: \\ |
DR \\\\Q\ Z

oF couRsE THIS SENT MY DAD INT6 A PANI
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N\
N

\ \\is WITH THIS KIND oF THING.
N \

\xQQo\\;i;ii?;ii\QECQx\\ /

\\\&\\\\\\\\ _w W

AR
Nlaa \\\\\\Q\\\ \\\}\\\\ pa

/.r.".'t
:'.______4—-‘—

e ——
\—— —
I

' 'T DEAL
; %\\ | JUST CAN'T
NN
A

7

|

N
W

SORRY' | DoN'T
KNOW WHAT CAME
OVER ME!

&

il

YOU SHOULD TALK

To SOMEONE ELSE
ABouT IT!

w | CAN'T CoPE!

ML i /




| ASKED Him To DRIVE ME TO THE STATION.

| ;/' 1T'S BETTER IF YoU GO
HOME WHEN You FEEL

roeeee e e e -
R ———N

RIGHT., I'M

il @ |

I
O Y
N z
o v |
) s (i
b 2
—~~ =
: | T
So \’ ONLY CALLED DAD WHEN I FEL‘f GOdD. HE NEVER CALLED
ME, SINCE THERE WAS ALWAYS A RiSK THAT | MIGHT BE FEELING

OCCA SIONALLY,
| CALLED MY
BROTHER.,

MOSTLY | CALLED
THE EMERGENCY

PSYCHVATRIC SERVICES.

SOMETIMES | CALLED
AN ACQUAINTANCE,
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ANY NUMBER OF DOCTORS, PSYCHOLOGISTS, PSYCHOTHERAPISTS AND HOBBY-PSYCHOLOGISTS HAVE
GIVEN ME ANY NUMBER OF DIAGNOSES FoR MY MANY DISORDERS OVER THE YEARS.
AND THEY'VE ALL TAKEN (T FOR GRANTED THAT THERE'S SOMETHING WRoNG WiTH ME.

;" You ARE SUFFERING
H FRom DEPRESSION.
i \T's NOTHING TO BE
\ ASHAMED OF. IT'S ALL
To Do WITH IMBALANCES
IN THE BRAIN.

iy D = K N
e et Sy —

THE THING THAT KEPT ME SANE WAS THAT | NURTURED A TINY BUT FIRM CONVICTIoN
THAT | AM IN FACT HEALTHY, AND THAT IT WAS MY ENVIRONMENT THAT WAS Sick.

WHAT 1S WRONG WITH ME2 WHAT ISN'T THERE ANYONE TO CoME AND Pick You LP?
1S WROoNG WITH MY : W’

BRAN? o il
j {[ﬂ ) nw

| Il
:

;»;
_ ,Ty

‘V

'I;

\
{
V22
i . :
gy
]
T

\
\ ° I:
0 ANSWER" |

NOTHING. YOU

ARE PERFECTLY

NORMAL 1T
WAS YOUR
SURROUNDING S

° THAT WEREN'T

[ T W)
P K
o \ LB &1 ) Yy

o

c

A TINY BuT FWRM CONVICTION SOME -
WHERE DEEP INSIDE ME HAS ALWAYS
MAINTAINED THAT | AM HEALTHY.

THIS CONVICTION HAS KEPT ME ALIVE.
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T .
ANOTHER THING THAT BECAME QUITE CLEAR TO ME WwaAS THAT THE oOLD
CLICHE "YoURE NEVER ALoNE" JusT DIDN'T APPLY TO ME. To PRovE 1T, | PECIDED

ON AN EXPERIMENT, ) 1 T T T T :l T T

1 t
l {
1 \ ! | ,

. { I 1
W | DiE NOW,

| 1

o> X} | ‘\%
’//4% RIGHT NOW, OQ 2

S 7 PR @@

7 974\ AT THIS . J i

7 , .

s 7> INSTANT... ! =

~ r |
7 ol \ — {

| ’ ..How LONG
witL 1T TAKE

“ BEFORE ANYONE
FINDS OUT?

WHKEN WILL | BE
MISSED®
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A FEW DAYS PASSED, | WAS
RATHER ENJOYING IT.

T~ ~

1

= 1'D BE LYING THERE NOw,
[ STIFF AS A BOARD,

. -~ ~ S

rTHE DAYS TURNED INTO WEEKS.

\ ' s‘\
N \ i\\
W \ ‘g‘]‘k\%’ﬂ

/
/
/
/;
m\m

-

NO TELEPHONE CALLS, No LETTERS

LWANT To GO TO.

OTHER TRAN BILLS, N6 E-MAILS OTHER
THAN INVITATIONS TO PARTIES | DIDN'T

-

ﬁﬁzz THREE WEekS | STARTED
To WORRY.

| WENT OUT SOMETIMES, FfoR
WALKS, OR TO Do THE

. =
T
aigguit

PEOPLE SAW MC, ANONYMbUS
JOGGERS OR CASHIERS. BUT AS FAR
AS TREY WERE CONCERNED, |
MIGHT JuST AlL WELL BE LYING DEAD
AT HOME, ROTTING ON THE FLOOR.

WHEN ALMDST Two MONTHS HAD
GONE  BY, IT STARTED To GET

mamy

VINT ERES‘TING,

BY NoW, THE NEIGH BOoURS
WOULD HAVE STARTED TO
CoMPLAIN OF THE STENCH
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AFTER |0 WEEKS, | CALLED MY BROTHER
IN SHEER DESPERATION. HE ANSWERED
AS IF _NOTHING HAD HAPPENED.

THE EXPER!MENT PROVED JUST Hew
| ALONE | REALLY WAS,

[Toaps oF auestions crossep my |
-

Do | WANT
PEOPLE IN MY
LIFE wWho CARE

WHETHER ) LIVE
OR DIE®

WHY DOES
NOBODY CARE IF
| LIVE OR DIE?

DO | WANT
ANYTHING TO
Do WITH

PEOPLE WHO
poN'T EVER

CARE WHETHER
| LIVE OR
DIE?

IS THERE ANYONE
\N THE WORLD WHO
MIGHT CARE WRETHER
L | LIVE OR DIE?

[ 5uT ONE THING WAS cLear. IF 1 was
GOING TO HAVE ANY coONTACT At ALL

WITH HUMANITY, THEN IT WAS ENTIRELY
UP TO ME. | ALONE WAS RCSPONSIBLE,
BUT WHAT AVENJUES WERE OPEN TO
ME IF | WASN'T INTERESTED IN DRINKING
OR SCREWING?

TRAT JUST LEFT PEOPLE MY OWN AGE
WHRO LWVED WITH THEIR PARTNERS IN
EXPENSIVE APARTMENTS AND WHOSE
CHIEF PROBLEM IN LIFE WAS

| whetner ok NoT TO HAVE Kins.

|F | WANT KIDS,
OR RATHER,YES, GOF |
COURSE | WANT

THEM. WE'VE BEEN

TOGETHER FOR 1%
YEARS NOW, AND...

| DON'T EVEN KNow I

s

77 7
%;/ //?/7/ Q
y . A

-
~_/'STiLL, PERHAPS

WE SHOULD GET A
DoG FIRST AND SEE

( HOW IT FEELS...
A KID IS So.,,

\
]

g

o~

Tt

158



ANYWAY , WE'LL SEE. HE
SAYS HE WANTS KiDS,
BuT | DON'T KNOW IF HE
MEANS IT, OR RATHER,
YES, OF COURSE HE
WANTS THEM, BUT.,,

gl W
N B v
o) %/ //
ZM
) K

O} SHuT UP, You SPOILT
FUCK-WITS, JUST GET ON WITH [T
AND HAVE A BABY WHILE You VE

GOT THE CHANCE!

)

A LONGING TD HAVE KIDS. BUT HoW ¢COULD |
POSSIBLY DO THAT? ADOPTING AS A SINGLE

[somewue&a INSIDE ME, I'D BEGON To FEEL |
MOTHER IN MY SITVATION, wiTh AN AlLL BUT

NON-EXISTENT INCOME AND A SERIDUSLY
LIMITED SOCIAL NETWORK, WOULD BE
VIRTUALLY IMPOSSIBLE. THE IDEA WAS ‘
RIDICULDUS. SO SHOLLD | GO TD DENMARR
AND TRY ARTIFICIAL INSEMINATIDN USING
SOME ANONYMOUS SPERM PONOR?
SHoULD ! GO

OUT ON T

pULL WHEN

| WAS

OVULATING /

AND HOPE

TO PicK UP g ki Bur How WAS {
SOMEONE P

WHD WASN ! T EVER GOING TO |
SOBER l;«tr A MEET SOMEONE
PuB? TWAT T TD HAVE KIDS
orshe WA e ween
PRE GNANT LiVED IN

INTD A FORM { m COMPLETE

OF SELF-HARM. l (SOLATION 2

So THAT |

wasS ovT .

| EVEN WENT SO FAR AS TO
REGISTER ON AN INTERNET
DATING SITE.

oW W
ool
\‘.\
<
PN
R
. ‘\\\\
RN

~.
R
-~
3

\,'f

V{ |

]

N

_ 7 / M
] K LR

HiT I TR ; gty \\\\
BUT THAT DIDON'T LAST MORE THAN

A FEW HDURS, THEN | COULDN'T
STAND IT ANY LONGER.

L DON'T WANT
p TO SHARE AS
MUCH AS A
MILLIMETRE OF .
MYSELF WITH g
 ANY OF THose i
pPeopLE!

— e

|
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SO | DID MY COOKING AND | ATE
MY MEALS, WITH THE TV fOR
J COMPANY. | ' 1

l | ’ i |

| TOOK. MY TARBLET.
THAROVGH THE NIGHTS,

H ’\"‘ hils

!

| SLEPT

| ,,I»

I '
M,
L NS =Nl
T : :

12752 ;‘{TZ‘; — —
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| HAD MY BIRTHDAYS.
l |

}

f

i |

AND WITH EVERY DAY THAT PASSED,
| CAME CLOSER EITHER TO A BETTER
LIFE OR 10D DEATH. BOTH PROSPECTS
SEEMED EQUALLY ATTRACTIVE.

_
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UNCONDITIONAL LOVE

MY PARENTS, CHRIST! How 1'VE LoveD THoSE Two PEoPLE! | FELL
DEEPLY IN LOVE WITH BoTH OF THEM AS JSO0oN AS | WAS BORN.

-

AND I'VE SPENT FAR TOD LONG TRYING TO GET THEM TbO LOVE ME

_

BACK, BUT MY LOVE HAS NEVER BEEN RETURNED,

[EVEN WHEN THEY SAID STUFF

LlKE:I

THE TRUTH IS,

You WERE NEVER

THE PAUGHTER I'D
IMAGINED

OR:

ACCTUALLY, | NEVER BELIEVED
YOU'D SUCCEED AT THAT
STUFF You Po FOR

A LIVING,
S =
- , = | =
o <@
| =
s




JUST LIKE SOME DESPERAT . '
SHE CAN'T HAVE.. E_GIRL CLINGING ON T THE GUY SHE KNowsS

1 HAVE HOPED AND HOPED AND
| wouLp want ME. ED AND HOPED THAT SOME DAY THEY

IT'S ALMOST ABSURDLY
0BVIOUS Now WHEN | THI
NK AB
ALL MY PROBLEMS wiTH ADULT RELATIONSH/PS BAK TODUTM\;TK’{:B:J;T; ?:HZRACE

WITH MY PARENTS. T, N
iz\\‘}‘y il l! '
, "o o o, €5 IST. =N\ ‘
;“ |

\/lEL YAV, ENFACH

i Mw%’

gy L Illﬂmll’ﬂl)ﬂﬂl



THE MAIN DIFFERENCE BETWEEN MY DESTRUCTIVE RELATIONSHIPS WITH MEN
AND MY DESTRUCTIVE RELATIONSHIPS WITH MY PARENTS LIES IN THE
REACTIONS OF THOSE AROUND ME, WHENEVER SOME MAN HAS MISTREATED
ME AND !IVE LEFT HIM, |'VE ALWAYS RECEIVED SUPPORT AND

ENCOURAGEMENT,
I'M NEVER GOING TO
SPEAK. TO HiM AGAN' (GDOD FOR You'!

LEAVE HIM
BEHIND FOREVER!

- ) =
NOBODY SHOULD TREAT YOU LIKE THAT!

BUT WHEN IT'S MY PARENTS WHO'VE TREATED ME BADLY, THE REACTION
1S DIFFERENT. [ ;

'M NEVER GOING TO
SPEAK TO KER AGAIN! BUT SURELY THERE HMUST

BE SOME soLUTION!

YoU HAVE TO TRY
AND UNDERSTAND
HER POSITION TOO.

GCHOULON'T You TRY TO GET
IN TOUCH wiTH HER®
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THE SAME WAS TRUE WHEN |

WANTED TO GO BACK TO ,
ABUSED ME. THERE HAVE ALWAYS BEEN FRIENDS, AND EvSt:'o/TE MAN WHO'D
WOMEN'S ORGANIZATION, TD WARN ME AGAINST' A : ONCE A

| ThHiNg, I'LL TRY TO ,
JUST REMEMBER WHAT HE DID TO YOU
LAST TIME, AND THE TIME BEFORE THAT.

GET IN TOUCH WITH

HER AGAIN.

HE'S GOING TO TREAT
You THE SAME WAY NOW
AS HE DID THEN.

DON'T Do THhS TO
YOURSELE ! You DESERVE
BETTER THAN ThAT!

| COLLD HAVE DONE WITH SIMILAR WA
RNINGS WHEN IT W
WERE TALKING ABOVT. INSTEAD THAT WAS ANOTHER RYASASI:/DZ?;‘EE WE

| THiNg, I'LL TRY TOo | ‘ ,
GET IN TOUCH WITH ?REAT IDEA! YOU REAI;IV_Y SHOU#ZB
HER  AGAIN. IT'S BEE.N A WHILE NOW, AND

N TIME IT's BOUND TO WORK ouT.

IT SHOWS HoW
STRONG YOU ARE
THAT YOU'RE PREPARED

TO TAKE THE
FIRST STEP!

TIME AND AGAIN, I'VE BEEN ‘ ' -
, ENCOURAGE
THAT DOES NOTHING BUT DESTROY Mg TO GO BACK To A RELATIONSHIP
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[ OVER THE YEARS, THERE HAS BEEN A C
y HORUS ©
CONSTANTLY SINGING IN MY EARS. /Db You HAVE ANT( Cczzii/v:ms
C

WHY DON'T YoU HAVE ANY
wIiT A
CONTACT WITH YOUR PARENTSZ B THEM NOW @

| FEEL |
SO SORRY
FOR YOUR

IT'S NORMAL.
10 STAY IN
Touck WITH
YOoUR PARENTS .

T/ ALL PARENTS

LoVE THEIR CHILDREN,

I HAVE

PROBLEMS WITH
MY PARENTS

TDO, BUT 1 STAY
IN TOUCH
ANY WAY.

IN MY FRUSTRATION, I'VE SOMETIMES TRIED TD EXPLAIN MYSELF TO MEMBERS OF THIS CHORUS
(WHY Do YOU HAVE NO CONTACT WITH YOUR PARENTS 2 '

WELL, ITS LIKE THIS, WHEN |

WAS A TEENAGER, | WAS ABUSED

BY AN OLDER MAN WHO WAS A
FRIEND OF THE FAMILY. | TOLD MY
PARENTS EVERYTHING BUT THEY
CHOSE TO 1GNORE IT. THEN MY MUM
WENT AND FELL IN LOVE WITH HIM,
THE SAME MAN WHO ABUSED ME, ’
AND SHE STILL LIVES WITH HIM.
MY PARENTS HAVE NEVER STDOD
up FoR ME OR TAKEN My SIDE.
WHENEVER I'M GOING THROUGH
ROUGH TIMES, THEY WANT
NOTHING TO DO WITH ME. I'M
ONLY WELcOoME TP CONTACT
THEM WHEN I'M FEELING GODD,
AND ONLY AS LONG AS | DOoN'T
TALK ABOVT THE PAST, 50 YEAH,
THAT'S PRETTY MucH IT.
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I BuT \T'S AS THOUGH THE INFORMATION | GIVE THEM JUST DoESN'T SINK IN, AS THOUGH
WHAT I'M TELLING THEM 1S TOO INCREDIBLE, T00 ABSTRACT FOR THEM TO UNDERSTAND,

IN THEORY THEY HEAR WWAT I'M SAYING BUT IT'S IMPOSSIBLE FOR.
THEM TO GET THEIR HEADS AROUND WHAT 1| TELL THEM.

l SO NEXT TIME | MEET THE SAME PERSON, IT's THE SAME OLD STORY.

$0 DO Yov HAVE

ANY CONTACT
WITH YOUR PARENTS

NOW ¢
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ONCE | SHOWED A FRIEND OF MINE A

SHORT LETTER, IT WAS THE ANSWER MY

§ MUM SENT ME WHEN SHE RETURNED
ONE OF THE INNUMERABLE LETTERS I'D
WRITTEN TO0 HER TO TRY AND SORT

OUT OUR RELATIONSHIP.

N

THIS A LETTER. FROM
EX-GIRLFRIEND?

Qs

y

P

MUM HAD JUST SIGNED THE LETTER
WITH HER FIRST NAME .

ER,ND, ACTUALLY. IT'S FROM MY MUM...

QHAT?E FROM YOUR g

SrH1S LETTER. COULDN'T

BE FROM YOUR MUM ! NO
MOTHER CouLD WRITE SOMETHING
L\KE THIS TO HER CHILD!

4 B | MEAN..

P yoU ARE WELCOME TD
GET IN TOUCH AGAIN WHEN
You FEEL BETTER .

HA RA' NO MOTHER
STUFF LIKE THAT'

\

A

=1

IS THIS SOME KIND OF "ART
PRDJECT" You HAVE
TO COMPLETE®

NDBODY WILL EVER BELIEVE ME .

169



[MEMBERS OF THE CONVENTION CHORUS OFTEN TELL ME:

I guT of COURSE YWR PARENTS LOVE wu! THEY
JUST DOoN'T KNOW How TO SHOW /7!

BUT IS IT REALLY LOVE IF IT CAN'T BE SHOWN? IS IT REALLY LOVE IF
THE PERSON ON THE RECEIVING END JUST FEELS REJECTED?C

| NO LONGER HAVE THE ENERGY TO INVEST IN TRYING To GET PEOPLE
TO UNDERSTAND. I'M TIRED, TIRED OF EXPLAINING.

L 0 A -\ Y—W!Jummlmmlmmumumm!mIWHWH{({
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THERE ARE REASONS WHY MY

PARENTS DO WHAT THEY Db AND

D\D WHAT THEY DID.

REASONS THAT NOBODY CAN
BEGIN TO IMAGINE.

REASONS 1'LL NEVER. KNOW.
ReASONS THEY'LL NEVER KNOW.

REASONS THAT | CAN'T EVEN
BEGIN TO IMAGINE .

REASONS THEY CAN'T EVEN BEGIN
TO IMAGINE.

AND THERE ARE REASONS WHY WE'LL
NEVER. KNOW THE REASONS.

——
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BUT THE REASON WHY | FINALLY MANAGED TO ESCAPE THE DESTRUCTIVE
PARENTAL QUICKSANDS I'D GOT STUCK IN WAS THAT | FELL HEAD OVER,

HEELS IN LOVE WITH A NEW BUNCH OF PEOPLE.

N [
&!\\\\&\&\\\4
| WAS FINALLY LUCKY ENOUGH TO

AND EVEN THOUGH IT WAS SOMETIMES HEAVY
GO'NG HAVING TWO SMALL KIDS, | WAS ABLE

MEET ERKK| AND WiTHOUT To ACLEPT THE FACT THAT |T WAS OK T0 FEEL
HAD TWD KIDS o € WAS OK T0

B o %, WE o THAT WAY, AND COULD ENJOY THE FACT THAT
’ WE STILL"HAD A GOOD RELATIONSHIP.

THE CHORUS OF CONVENTIONS STARTED SINGING AGAIM:
[ EVERYTHING WiLL CHANGE NOW THEY HAVE GRANDCHILDREN _’\Jl)

BUT MY PARENTS REMAINED SURPRISINGLY
UNINTERESTED IN ME, EVEN THOUGH | Now HAD
7 TWO LOVELY CHILDREN TO ENTICE THEM,|

TR

NO, SORRY.\ DON'T
T NAVE TIME T CoMe
ST AND VISIT THIS
Al ' 'SUMMER AND

| I'LL BE BUSY ALL

7 THrouGH THE

o AT, WITH

W OUTINGS TO THE

\ WopDS AND

y HUNTING, You KNOW
HOW IT IS THEN
I'M OFF TO

THAILAND, AND A
GOLFING TRIP TD
PORTUGAL. MAYBE

ROUND CHRISTMAS.

172



ALONGSIDE MY JOY AT MY RELATIONSHIP WITH MY Ki1pS, THERE WAS SOMETHING
INSIDE ME THAT WAS CAUSING ME MORE AND MORE PAIN, IT WAS AS

\}l

a0y 7
Iy
‘(I"h“

il

(
i
{

(X%

h H""“' T N
e ALY W77

N

THOUGH | HAD A SMALL AND BADLY TREATED CHILD INSIDE ME, SCREAMING

\\ \ ‘\

i

\ l"‘(v' "
:‘l uglivty

IEVER‘( DAY | SPENT WITH MY KIDS, | WAS REMINDED OF EVERYTHING

| HADN'T HAD.

|

=

\T'S OK, SWEETHEART.
IT'S ALL RIGHT.

Yoy'LL BE FINE.
= Y ] .
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T WAS AS IF MY WOUNDS WERE HEALING AND OPENING UP AT
THE SAME TIME. '
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THE SCREAMING
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| NEVER GOT
To DO THIS!
WHAAAHK!!
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DOCTOR'S SURGERY,
GOOD MORNING .
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T

H BELLO, | THINK “
| NEED SOME
HELP.
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| WENT BACK INTO THERAPY.
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| ToOK 1T FoR GRANTED THAT | WOULD TALK TO YET ANOTHER THERAPIST
WHO WOULD TRY TO UNDERSTAND WHAT WAS WRONG WITH ME.

BLA BLA BLA,
SO You SEE ,THERE
MUST BE SOMETHING
WRONG WITH
ME .

INSTEAD | MET A THERAPIST
WHO PUT HER FINGER RIGHT

ON MY PROBLEM.

TR

IT SOUNDS TO ME AS THOUGH YoU'VE BEEN SUBJECTED
T0 A TRAUMA KNOWN AS EMOTIONAL NEGLECT.

AS A CHILD, You HAD NOBoDY WHO WAS ABLE To SEE AND MEET YR NEEDS J -|

, YOU SUFFERED FRoM DEPRIVATION, EVEN
THOUGH ON THE SURFTACE, YOU APPEARES TO
BE LIVING IN A SAFE ENVIRONMENT.

THIS HAS CAUSED ALL THE ANXIETY
AND WORRY THAT YoU'RE LIVED WiTh
ALL YOUR LIFE. BUT THE DAMAGE AN
BE REPAIRED. YoU CAN LEARN To VIEW
A0 \You& LIFE AND YOURSELF FROM A

GROWN -UP PERSPECTN!;‘ i

| SUGGEST WE MEET ONCE A WEEK FOR 20 SESSIONS TO
START WiTH AND THEN WE'LL EVALUATE OUR PROGRESS.

AFTER. THAT WE MIGHT CONTINUE POR 20 MORE
SESSIONS , DEPENDING ON HowW FAR WE'VE comg IN

| THE HEALING PROCESS, WHAT Do YoU THINK®

EMOTIONAL
NEGLECT ©

L7
M
P
i
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EMOTIONAL NEGLECT. IT WAS THE FIRST TIME I'D EVER HEARD OF IT.
| PLOUGHED THROUGH ALL THE INFORMATIDN | COuLD FIND ON THE SUBJECT.

| RECOGNISED MYSELF IN ALMOST EVERY WORD | READ ABOLT IT,
’ 1

THAT's 1T!

“ THAT'S ME'
EXACTLY...
JusT LIKE ME!

e —

— PSYKO- poat

X T \ Barnen
S —

N % ——

e

pr—
WITH THE HELP OF THE TRERAPIST AND THE KNOWLEDGE THAT THERE WAS NOTHING P
WRONG WITH ME, | STARTED TO SEE THE PIECES OF THE JIGSAW FALL INTD PLACE

ONF AFTER THE OTHER. |- -

JOURNEYED BACK THROUGH MY LIFE BUT
Now | COULD SEE 1T ALL FRoM A DIFFERENT ,,, \ ,‘

PERSPECT IVE . EVEN THE SCRATCH MARKS k
INSIDE My coT FOUND TREIR LOGICAL IF ,I

HORRIFYING EXPLANATION.

N
)/ .
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| KNOW THAT MY PARENTS NEVER. CONSCIOUSLY MEANT TO HARM ME. ONE
OF THE REASONS THAT EMOTIONAL NEGLECT IS SO0 HARD TO DIAGNOSE IS THAT
THE PERPETRATOR 1S ALMOST ALWAYS COMPLETELY UNAWARE OF THE
DEPRIVATION HE OR SHE IS SUBJECTING THE VICTIM To. THE PERPETRATURS
ARE ALMOST ALWAYS "JUsT Dowc THEIR BEST"

§O THERE IS NDTH(NG TD FORGIVE, AND NOBODY TO A?DLOGlSE To ME. But ! DONT
WANT TO PURSUE THEM ANY MDRE, NOR. Do | HAVE THE ENERGY FoR IT

ForR A LONG LONG TIME, FAR TOO LONG, IT WAS AS IF | WAS STANDING ON THE SHORE
LOOKING OUT OVER A DARKENED SEASCAPE AS FAMILY MEMBERS DO AFTER. AN
ACCIDENT AT SEA. | DIDN'T WANT IT TO BE OVER., |IN SPITE OF ALL THE
EVIDENCE, AND ALL THE FAILED RESCUE ATTEMPTS, | COULDN'T GIVE UP HorPE. |

COULDON'T ACCEPT THAT IT WAS OVER UNTIL I'D SEEN THE BODIES BROUGHT TO SHORE,

!
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MY LIBERATION CAME WHEN 1 FINALLY STOPPED HOPING.
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ACCEPTED THE ACCIDENT AND EVERYTHING THAT HAD BEEN LOST IN IT.

I

‘11
AR

i;
|

\T WAS ONLY THEN | CouLD FULLY ENJoOY EVERYTHING

I'D GAINED.
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A CHILDHOOD MEMORY

I AM ARQUND 6 YEARS OLD. )I'M WITH MY FAMILY ON SOME OUTING WHERE THERE
ARE COMPETITIONS, A BARBECUE, TEAM GAMES AND so ON. ALL THE FAMILI‘ES
| ARE COMPETING IN TEAMS [lu 1’# ” ¥ i
T ”’ i “ i {;; 1 YT
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[SUDDENLY ™Y BROTHER AND | ARE
EXPECTED TO THROW RUBBER RINGS ON
To STickS TO EARN POINTS FOR

OUR TEAM.
- \,«.
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MY BROTHER. REFUSES AND THRoWS
ALL THE R\NGS IN THE oTHER
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ALL THE ADULTS AROUND ME ARE LAUGHING. SO | DO THE SAME THING AS MY

| \ \ W BROTHER
@ HA HA , THATS |

ONE WAY TO
po IT!

g 7000 ety
5 QLALAIA
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NOW IT'S MY TURN, BUT | DON'T
WANT TO PLAY EITHER.

(A0 ThHe AvuiTs ExcerT my 1
PARENTS. | WATCH AS THAT

IMPENET RABLE VEIL FALLS OVER
THEIR. FACES,

AGAIN, ALL THE ADULTS LAUGH
NERVOUSLY . =

1
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THE REST OF THE OUTING TURNS INTO A NIGHTMARE, MY FARENTS ARE ASHAMED
OF MY AND |GNORE ME C(OMPLETELY.
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[EVERYTHING IN ME 1S DYING JUST TO HUG SOMEONE AND MAYBE EVEN HAVE |
A LITTLE CRY, BUT IT ALL HAS TO BE SEALED IN, CONTROLLED,

w‘HERWGE 'L JUST DISGRACE

MYSELF EVEN MORE ‘!
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IN THE CAR. ON THE WAY HOME, | CAN'T HOLD BACk ANY LONGER.

WHAT DID
i Do¢

WHAT DID |
D0 WRONG ®
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THE PANIC N My EARS.

JUST START SHOUTING:

EVEN THOUGH | DON'T REALLY KNOW WHAT I'VE DONE WRONG, | FINALLY

S0RRY . )

g
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////////////////% RT M

ND REACTION. | HAVE HU
ME 'S TO WAIT FoR DEATH.

I'M SORRY'

PARENTS . NOW ALL THAT'S LEFT FOR
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THI1S CAR JOURNEY IS SYMBOLIC OF THE RELATIONSHIP I'VE HAD WITH MY
PARENTS ALL MY LIFE.

SO | SUCCEEDED IN GETTING THE LI\TTLE GIRL OUT OF THAT CAR. |
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S

m's ok, sweeTiE . You snouton'T Have J | THEY' You LOT SITTING THERE IN
70 PUT 0P WiTH THIS. THE FRONT SEAT!!
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rC-AN YOU HEAR EQ
{
LISTEN TD ME,

FOR. cHRIST'S SAKE !
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BUT THEY'RE NEVER GOING TO LISTEN TO WHAT | HAVE TD SAY, HOWEVER .l
MUCH | GROW UP.

1 Tanp | caRRY LITTLE JENNY OFF wiTH ]

ME. SHE CLINGS TD ME AS |F SHE
WERE A PART OF ME .
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WE MAKE OUR WAY OVER FIELDS AND FDRESTS /
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WE PASS THROUGH HOUSES, SCHOOLS, BY KITCHEN TABLES THROUGH APARTMENTS, BEDS, HOSPITALS,
VIOLENCE, INJURY AND ISDLATION.

| o

/'\

— o~ =
ey D = =
— o papennm——
- ==
! S =
% / —

0’0,

. L[]

~
..o. o.
- ...00

\\\\\\ \/ / \\\\\ /

WE PICK UP ALL THE JENNYS ON QUR WAY,

FINALLY WE GET FAR ENOUGH AWAY.
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THEY'RE WITH ME NOW . WE ARE US. WE ARE ME. | AM ME.
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Now ALL | WANT ToO DO

[

|

i

1S REST.

i

o




PUBLISHED By

WWW. ELECTROCOMICS, COM



